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GHANTOOT RACING & POLO CLUB
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PINK POLO

UAE NATIONAL DAY POLO
EXHIBITION MATCH

SULTAN BIN ZAYED POLO CUP

EMIRATES POLO CHAMPIONSHIP
INTERNATIONAL

EXHIBITION POLO MATCH
TO SUPPORT UAE RED CRESCENT

AL AMAL POLO DAY FOR PEOPLE OF
DETERMINATION - CHARITY POLO MATCH

HH PRESIDENT OF UAE POLO CUP
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saw history made at Cowdray Park Polo
Club, with an epic battle between two
mighty polo families — the Castagnolas
and Cambiasos. This year, sure to
Coronavirus restrictions, the sidelines
were muted as no spectators or avid

picnickers were allowed to line the

Next Generation

Secure Gold Cup

=k h
q"""‘l"-.ll e

ground, cheering on their favourites.
Nonetheless, there was all to play
for, with both teams eager to secure
The King Power Gold Cup for the
British Open. Both Next Generation
and Les Lions/Great Oaks had

impeccable form and team line-ups;

3 o i
o = s by 25 T 4 =l

Next Generation's Adolfo Cambiaso
seeking his seventh Gold Cup win
but his first alongside his son and
protégée, Aldofito ‘Poroto’ Cambiaso,
for whom it was his first British high
goal Final. Next Generations' other two

players, Diego Cavanagh (replacing

an injured David ‘Pelon’ Stirling) and
Jean-Francois Decaux have both also
enjoyed Gold Cup wins. Meanwhile
on the Les Lions/Great Oaks line-
up were the Castagnola brothers -
defending champions and nephews
and cousins, respectively, to the two
Cambiasos. Les Lions/Great Oaks'
Santiago Laborde is more than used
to playing alongside the Castagnolas
and provides a formidable defence,
while team captain Dillon Bacon is
capable of scoring vital goals to aid his

team. Going into the Final the result

was anyone's guess, but the polo

pundits were convinced there would
be little to separate the two teams,
and they were not disappointed as
back and forth play illustrated the
evenly matched line-ups.

In the first half Next Generation took
control of the match, with Les Lions/
Great Qaks trailing 75- at half-time.
However, the fourth chukka saw the
dynamic change as Les Lions/Great
Oaks scored consecutive goals to tie
the scores at 77-, but Next Generation
re-doubledtheiroffensiveandrestored
their lead with two successive field

goals. Les Lions/Great Oaks managed

|

to claim back the deficit, but four fouls
over the last seven minutes handed
the power back to Next Generation
who did not need asking twice. Diego
Cavanagh converted all of his penalty
opportunities and the final score saw a
1412- win for Next Generation. Adolfo
Cambiaso was named Most Valuable
Player, his son Poroto Cambiaso took
home the Best Playing Pony prize for
Pintita, while Les Lions/Great Oaks'
Dillon Bacon received a conciliatory
prize of the Best Playing Pony Patron

for Small Axe.

54




G-SQUARED DOMINATE IN
CENTRAL CIRCUIT CONSTITUTION CUP

Beginning the  Central  Circuit

Constitution Cup Chicago
Invitational with a thrilling overtime
victory, G-Squared carried that
initial  momentum throughout the
tournament and into the final on
Friday, August 14. Led by Juan Martin
Obregon who scored an impressive
eight goals, G-Squared dominated
open play to defeat Las Brisas 128-,

and capture the inaugural 12-goal title

at Las Brisas Polo Club in Elgin, Illinois.
Displaying an exceptional level of
polo, G-Squared (Larry Aschebrook,
Juan Martin Gutierrez, Juan Martin
Obregon, Matias Obregon) and Las
Brisas (Christopher Vangel, Pedro
Manion, Lindor Novillo Corvalan,
Miguel Gutierrez) competed in a back
and forth style of play that resulted
in few whistles from the umpires
and multiple scoring opportunities

on both sides. Corvalan opened the
scoring in favor of Las Brisas, but a
quick response from G-Squared saw
field goals from Aschebrook and
Juan Martin Obregon. Holding a one-
goal advantage on handicap, Las
Brisas restored their one-goal lead on
Miguel Gutierrez’s first goal to end the
first chukker 32-,

G-Squared raced into the lead in the
second, outscoring Las Brisas 40-

behind a balanced offense. Two goals
from Juan Martin Gutierrez, along
with one goal each from Juan Martin
and Matias Obregon demonstrated
the strong attack of G-Squared as
they overwhelmed Las Brisas in open
play to hold a commanding 63- lead.
Corvalan ended the four-goal run
from G-Squared to pull Las Brisas
back within two goals, but before
the end of the half, G-Squared’s Juan
Martin Obregon scored his third goal.
As halftime ended 74- in favor of
G-Squared, Las Brisas faced a three-
goal deficit to overcome in the second
half. A Penalty 3 conversion from Juan
Martin Obregon in the third proved
to be the first penalty goal of the
match, but that was the only offense
that G-Squared could generate as
a determined Las Brisas looked to
begin their comeback. Scoring all
but two of his team’s goals, Corvalan
contributed one goal from both the
field and the penalty line to keep Las
Brisas within reach as they continued
to pressure their opponents. A second
Penalty 3 conversion from Corvalan
increased the intensity of the game,
leaving Las Brisas trailing by just
one, but a swift response from Juan
Martin Obregon in the fifth chukker
extended G-Squared's lead 108-.
Organizing their defense, G-Squared
kept Las Brisas off the scoreboard
in the final minutes, as Juan Martin
Obregon added his final two goals
and secured G-Squared’s victory 12-
8. Ending the tournament with a 40-
record, G-Squared played solid games
throughout the tournament. “Each
player on G-Squared contributed to
the win which made all the difference
for us, “Aschebrook said. “Some of the
teams have the focus of one or two
players with the rest playing more of

a supporting role. For us to win each
game including the final we needed
everyone to contribute significantly in
each game. I'm really proud of how we
played.” Scoring every chukker, Juan
Martin Obregon was awarded Most
Valuable Player. "We played focusing
on teamwork and we had a good day
which always helps,” Obregon said.
“We were also extra focused and had a
few lucky bounces which we were able
to score on.” Best Playing Pony honors
were presented to Pantera, a 10-year-

E—. i s

|

old mare Juan Martin Obregon played
in the first and as a spare in the sixth
chukker. “She came from Argentina
and | bought her from a breeder
named Ramon Franco who has polo
ponies with very good bloodlines,
Obregon shared. “On the field her best
qualities are her sensitivity, mouth, and
she is a mare who never backs down
from a strong bump. | always enjoying
playing her because she has a huge
heart and is very consistent with her
performance.”
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A FIVE-STAR LUXURY AT THE HEART OF DUBAI.

Al Habtoor Polo Resort & Club is a state-of-the-art polo and equestrian community devoted to equine sports consisting of 122 villas for
lease, branded luxury homes, four polo fields, a riding school with show jumping and dressage arenas and 520 modern stables.
The Habtoor Polo Resort, is the centrepiece of this upmarket resort offering 151 guest rooms, suites and villas exuding timeless

Andalusian elegance within an oasis of excellence, luxury and impeccable service.

+971(4) 436 2222 | info@alhabtoorpoloclub.com | www.alhabtoorpoloclub.com

n @alhabtoorpoloresortandclub @alhabtoorpoloresortandclub D @HabtoorPoloClub

SANTIAGO WINS

THE DUBAI DUTY FREE IRISH DERBY AT THE CURRAGH

The 13th Dubai Duty Free Irish Derby
was run behind closed doors on
Saturday, 27th June at the Curragh
Racecourse (Kildare, Ireland) in what
was the 155th running of the world-
famous race. 14 horses went to post
in the premier €750,000 showpiece
Irish flat race in what was the biggest
field since 1977. Santiago emerged
victorious to provide trainer Aidan
O'Brien with victory for an incredible
14th time. It was a truly courageous
effort from the 21/ favourite, coming
just eight days after his Queen’s Vase
triumph at Royal Ascot which was just
his first run since winning his Listowel
maiden last September, but he found
plenty of reserves when jockey Seamie
Heffernan went for home turning at
the two-furlong pole.

Colm  Mcloughlin, Executive Vice
Chairman and CEO of Dubai Duty
Free said, “We are pleased to have
once again supported the Dubai
Duty Free Irish Derby, albeit under
very different circumstances this
year. It was important for racing that
this weekend festival went ahead
and while we were not able to be at

The Curragh in person this year, we
enjoyed watching the spectacle on
TV from Dubai. Congratulations to
The Curragh, Horse Racing Ireland
and the Turf Club for staging the
event successfully  whilst  following
all safety protocols. Congratulations
also to Aidan O’Brian and the team at
Coolmore for winning the Dubai Duty
Free Irish Derby for a remarkable 14th
time.”

The exciting race was beamed around
the world to its widest audience ever.
RTE was the host broadcaster and
syndicated the racing programme to
several international outlets. It was
televised on Fox Sports in America and
the Green Channel in Japan for the
first time. With Fox Sports boasting a
reach of 100 million viewers in a single
weekend and Green Channel available
in 40 million homes the Dubai Duty
Free brand reached all corners of the
globe. Coverage of the premier race
was also available on a myriad of other
networks in America, Canada, Latin
America, Caribbean, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, 17 countries in
the Middle East and North Africa and

of course Europe.

Speaking to the media after the race
was over Aidan O'Brien said, “It'sa great
credit to everyone for getting racing
back. There’s an awful lot of people
who depend on it, a lot of livelihoods.
[t's a strange time but times will
change, and owners will get back
racing. It's great that it's happening
and a big credit to everyone that's
making it happen.”

Dubai Duty Free, the world’s leading
airport retailer has been the title
sponsor of Ireland’s premier Classic
since 2008. Over the years the ftitle
sponsor has helped to build the
festival into a must visit event with
lots of activities happening both
on and off the track such as a Best
Dressed Lady Competition, a charity
ball, a golf classic and local initiatives
for businesses and traders. Although
people couldn't attend the race itself,
The Curragh Racecourse ran lots of
initiatives on social media in order to
try and encourage people to engage
with the race and to have their own
Dubai Duty Free Irish Derby Party at
home.
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