








For Parviz Kalantari desert dwelling appears to be 
a life of simplicity, made up of bold sweeping lines, 
lled wit  any number of arc es and curves, on a 

foundation of the traditional construction material of 
clay and straw. It is with this technique that Kalantari 
allows his canvas to embrace tradition in the midst of 
modernity. His canvas despite appearing simplistic is 
a manifestation of tradition, with discreet decorative 
motifs, colors, and symbols contrasting traditional 
elements as key attributes in his work .Yet within its 
simplicity lies a deeper honesty, that of not only the 
artist but also the architect, never straying far from the 
natural symbiosis of this relationship.

Ali Shirazi’s ability to take something so simple as a 
word and transform it into something so exquisitely 
delicate and beautiful is what has allowed him to join 
the leading ranks of Iranian master calligraphers. His 
innate grasp of language is not only apparent in his 
voluptuous brush strokes, but moreover in his ability 
to draw deptwe written word has the ability to both 
distract the artist in its vibrancy as well as capture the 
viewer in its potent grasp. His true talent lies in his ability 
to modernize an art that is centuries older himself and 
yet at the same time maintain its traditional capacity, 
linking both the old and the new, without losing its 
traditional signi cance in the face of modernity.

PARVIZ KALANTARI (1931-) 

Untitled, Acrylic on Plaster of Clay and Straw, 100 x 70 cm, 2012

RIRA Gallery is going back to its roots to welcome Art Dubai by presenting two solo exhibitions by two of Iran’s 
prized master Artist, Parviz Kalantari and Ali Shirazi, both of who’s work reverberates beyond Iranian culture 
but further more encompasses the rich history and aestheticvs of Islam and the greater Arab world.

oth Kalantari and Shirazi’s works are a re ection of traditional Islam, although very different in vision very 
similar in ideal. Both artists use tradition, custom, and culture to present their differing mediums and yet it is 
within this custom and tradition that both artist have found deep in uence and common understanding, to 
draw a mutual connection to this longstanding Islamic culture and heritage. Kalantari’s paintings focus on 
the architectural history of the Islamic world while Shirazi illuminates the aesthetics of language through the 
beauti cation of traditional Islamic calligraphy, an art that dates back more than thousands of years.

ALI  SHIRAZI (1960-) 

Untitled, Acrylic on canvas, 180 x 200 cm, 2012

Gallery presents Lines and Links 
Two Solo Shows by Iranian Prized Master Artists from March 18 - May 13, 2013

Pa rv i z  Ka lan ta r i

A l i  S h i r a z i

RIRA Gallery is an art space that represents contemporary artists from the Middle East providing a 
platform to develop their talent, and showcase their works beyond the social and political restrictions 
of their home country. As the newest addition to the gallery infrastructure of the city and located 
on the lower level of the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC), RIRA Gallery was launched 
on May 16, 2012 with a group show ‘Respect to Time’ representing works by a selection of young 
and emerging Iranian artists along with established international names.

RIRA Gallery aims to provide and strengthen the platform for artists in the Middle East to exhibit 
their works regionally and internationally. The gallery will present monthly exhibitions along with 
a curated program of alternative events that will engage the public and encourage interest 
towards the constantly developing art movement within the greater Middle East.

As RIRA grows, within the UAE art scene as well as regionally, the program will continue to include 
innovative methods to further its original vision of ensuring this region has the visibility to the nest 
artists and the recognition they deserve. RIRA provides artists with an exhibit space and the 
opportunity to share and develop creative skill to local, national and international audiences by 
providing a space for free thinking, creativity and learning.

The Gallery brings art and people together for enjoyment, discovery and learning. We strive to 
create a place where people of every background can be touched by art. We are committed 
to exhibitions and programs that will strengthen and sustain our community.

About RIRA Gallery

RIRA Gallery, DIFC, 

Gate Village 3, Ground level  

+971 4 3699 339  
www.riragallery.com
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THE NEW 
CONTINENTAL 
GT SPEED

HOW MUCH 
CAN YOU 
FEEL IN A 
MOMENT?

As powerful as it is refined, as breathtaking as it is sophisticated.  

The new Continental GT Speed is the pinnacle of luxury and performance.

The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ in wings device are registered trademarks. © April 2013 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Bentley Continental GT Speed.

Emirates Dubai Tel: 00971 4 2944492  Emirates Abu Dhabi Tel: 00971 2 6423114  Doha Tel: 00974 4 445 113  

Bahrain Tel: 00973 17 238 822  Kuwait Tel: 00965 2473 5199  Beirut Tel: 00961 1 613 670  Jeddah Tel: 009662 2564922  

Riyadh Tel: 00966 1 217 3838  Al Khobar Tel: 00966 3 814 4443  Oman Tel: 00968 24 562 729  New Delhi Tel: 0091 11 24121616
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٧٤٢١١٦١-٠٦ عجمان:    |   ٥٣٩٨١١١-٠٦ ــوحــدة:  ال ــارع  ش الشارقة   |   ٥٥٤٢٣٣٣-٠٦ الخــان:  الشـارقــة    |  ٣٣٩٠٩٩٩-٠٤ زايـــد:  الشيـــخ  شـــارع  فـــرع   | ــي:٢٩٥٢٢٢٢-٠٤  ـــ ـــ ـــ دب
٢٤٤٤٧٥٣-٠٩ دبـــا:    |  ٢٢٢٣٨١٨-٠٩ الفجيــرة:    |  ٢٣٨٢٠٩٢-٠٩ خـورفكـان:    |  ٨٨٢٢٦٨١-٠٦ |  الـــــذيـــــد:   ٧٦٦٦١٥٨-٠٦ الــقــيــويــن:  أم    |  ٢٣٥١٦٦١-٠٧ الخــيــمــة:  رأس 

أعـــوام
               مـن الـضمـان٥ 

على كيلومترات غير محدودة

NissanDubai

NissanDXBwww.nissan-dubai.com

NISSAN

MAXIMA
قــوّة فـائـقــة 

ُـبـهــر  تـألّــق م
تـصمـيـم ريـاضـي 

 نـيـســان مـكـسـيـمـــا ٢٠١٣
سـيــارة ريــاضـيــة بــأربـعــة أبــواب.
تأتيك الآن مع برنامج خدمة صيانة مجاني لثلاثة أعوام/ ٤٠٫٠٠٠ كلم *

نيسـان. إبـداعٌ يُثيـر الحمـاس.

تُطبّق الشروط والأحكام.  *
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Abu Dhabi: Khalifa Street: 02-6264260, Al Ain: Khalifa Street: 03-7662314,
Dubai: Al Maktoom Street, 04-2281115, Mall of Emirates, 04-3411661
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Dubai Polo Silver Cup 2013Dubai Polo Silver Cup 2013
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Dubai Polo Gold Cup 2013Dubai Polo Gold Cup 2013
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Dubai Polo Gold Cup 2013Dubai Polo Gold Cup 2013
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Fashion At Dubai Polo Gold Cup 2013

28-31th of March 2013


