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STABLES POLO ACADEMY RIDING SCHOOL

COMPETITIONS TOURNAMENTS EVENTS

A FIVE-STAR LUXURY AT THE HEART OF DUBAI.

Al Habtoor Polo Resort & Club is a state-of-the-art polo and equestrian community devoted to equine sports consisting of 122 villas for
lease, branded luxury homes, four polo fields, a riding school with show jumping and dressage arenas and 520 modern stables.
The Habtoor Polo Resort, is the centrepiece of this upmarket resort offering 151 guest rooms, suites and villas exuding timeless

Andalusian elegance within an oasis of excellence, luxury and impeccable service.

+971(4) 436 2222 | info@alhabtoorpoloclub.com I www.alhabtoorpoloclub.com

n @alhabtoorpoloresortandclub @alhabtoorpoloresortandclub D @HabtoorPoloClub
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WATCH MODEL: UNDERLINED
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Bin Drai - Lamar Polo Takes Home the Polo

Masters Cup 2023

The afternoon opened with Mount
Loftus — Hesketh Polo and Wolves -
Mahra Polo at the Subsidiary Final of
the Polo Masters Cup.

Mount Loftus - Hesketh Polo began
the match with a 1.5 goal advantage,
as Johnny Good scored the opening
goal but it was Guillermo Cuitino of
the Wolves — Mahra Polo with two
back to back goals, who ended the
first chukker with 2 goals to 2.5. The
team kept its momentum and carved
a 0.5 goal lead by halftime. The last
two chukkers had both the teams
scoring goals, but ultimately it was the
patron of Wolves — Mahra Polo, Tariq

Al Habtoor and Habtoor Al Habtoor
who secured the win for their team at
9 goals to 6.5.

Match Progression:
2-25|5-45]7-55[9-6.5

The final featured a match between
Habtoor - AM Polo and Bin Drai —
Lamar Polo. The match started with
a 0.5 advantage goal for Habtoor —
AM Polo, as the opening goal was
scored by the Patron of Habtoor Polo,
Mohammed Al Habtoor, ending the
first chukker with 2.5 goals to 1. The
exciting finale of the Polo Masters
Cup witnessed the two teams with
only a 0.5 lead by Habtoor Polo until

penultimate chukker. The exchange
of goals continued until the final
minutes but in the end, it was Tomas
Iriarte and Rayyan Al Ajaji of Bin Drai -
Lamar Polo, who ended the game at 6
goalsto 5.5.

Match Progression:
1-25|2-35|4-45]|6-55

Mr. Babu. K. Lonappan, Managing
Director of YMS Engineering, awarded
the teams of the Polo Masters Cup
2023. The Most Valuable Player was
awarded to Rashid Bin Drai, and the
Best Playing Pony was awarded to
Freak, ridden & owned by Ryyan Al
Ajaji.

|

Habtoor Polo Triumphs the AHPC League

in March 2023

The AHPC League was a week long
tournament on the grounds of Al
Habtoor Polo Club, which consisted of
four teams — AM Polo, Bin Drai Polo, El
Basha Polo and Habtoor Polo.

Qualifying Match Results:

28 March:

AM Polo vs. El Basha Polo: 6 — 3
Habtoor Polo vs. Bin Drai Polo: 8- 5

30 March:
Habtoor Polo vs. El Basha Polo: 6 - 3
AM Polo vs. Bin Drai Polo: 7 - 6

The subsidiary final of the League
had seen AM Polo taking the lead
in the first chukker with 3 goals to 1

of EI Basha Polo. The AM Polo team
dominated the first half of the game,
ending it with 4 goals to 3 by halftime.
El Basha scored 2 more goals by the
end of the match but it was AM Polo
who maintained its lead with 3 goals
and sealed the win until the final
buzzer at 8 goals against 5.

Match Progression:
3-1|4-3|5-4]8-5

Justo Cuitino of Habtoor Polo opened
the final match of the day, as his
team carved a two goal lead in the
first chukker. The Habtoor Polo kept
a strong hold until the halftime, with
6 goals to 0 against Bin Drai Polo. The

red shirted players delivered two more
goals in the penultimate chukker, and
with the significant lead of Habtoor
Polo against Bin Drai, was enough to
take home the trophy as the League’s
champion, as the game ended at 8
goals to 5.

Match Progression:
2-0|6-0|8-1|8-5

Lukas Tremmel, General Manager of
the Al Habtoor Polo Resort, awarded
the teams with Felipe Dana from
Habtoor Polo as the Most Valuable
Player, and Canaria ridden by Justo
Cuitino as the Best Playing Pony.
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Bangash - Bhansali Polo Clinches Victory
at the Dubai Challenge Cup 2023

The afternoon opened with Orbis -
Mahra Polo and Bin Drai Polo at the
subsidiary final of the tournament.

Orbis - Mahra Polo began the match
with a 1.5 goal advantage, and in
the second chukker, Tomas Palacios
brought their score up to 2.5. However,
it was Khalid Bin Drai who finished off
the second chukker with a hat trick of
goals, resulting in a score of 4 - 2.5 in
favor of Bin Drai Polo. The blue shirted
players of Bin Drai team kept their
lead in the penultimate chukker with
7 goals to 2.5, and by the end of the
final chukker, Ali Al Merri and Segundo
Amadori from Bin Drai Polo had taken
Orbis — Mahra ahead of its competition,

ultimately securing a victory for Bin
Drai Polo with a score of 9-6.5.

Match Progression:
0-15[4-25|7-25|9-65

The final featured a match between
Bangash - Bhansali Polo and Habtoor
— Ankora Polo. Jose Riglos for Habtoor
Ankora Polo opened the score with
brilliant two back to back goals, not
long after Tomas Iriarte from the
opposing team responded with two
penalty shots, ending the first chukker
with only 0.5 advantage. The Habtoor
- Ankora Polo dominated the first half
of the game and maintained their lead
with 0.5 goal advantage by the end of

the penultimate chukker. However, it
was the team in grey — Rishi Bhansali,
Tomas lriarte and two goals from
Federico Von Potobsky who sealed the
win for Bangash Bhansali at 11.5 goals
to 8.

Match Progression:
25-2|45-6|75-8|115-8

Mr. Karim Adnan Maksoud, Managing
Director of Al Habtoor Motors, awarded
the teams of the Dubai Challenge
Cup 2023. The Most Valuable Player
was awarded to, Tomas lriarte, and
the Best Playing Pony was awarded
to Camerera, ridden by Jose Riglos &
owned by Mohammad Al Habtoor.

Polo

|

UAE Polo Emerges as the Champions of
the IFZA Gold Cup 2023 Dubai Open

In the IFZA Gold Cup 2023, the
tournament's climax showcased the
best polo teams of the season in a
thrilling competition for the highly
sought-after Dubai Polo Gold Cup
Series trophy. The occasion was
brimming with sportsmanship, live
entertainment, elegance, amusement,
and enticing rewards and presents for
its audience and spectators.

The Bentley Subsidiary Final of the
IFZA Gold Cup 2023 started with a fiery
match between Ghantoot Polo and
Dubai Wolves by CAFU, with Carlos
Ulloa scoring the opening goal and
Pablo Llorente Jr. quickly tying the
match in the first chukker. The Patron of
the Wolves, Habtoor Al Habtoor scored

a great goal with Ulloa’s last second
goal at the end, leading the team
with two goals advantage towards
the second. The Wolves had taken
complete possession during the third,
as the black shirted players of Dubai
Wolves carved a 3 goal lead. In the final
chukker, it was Teodoro Lacau from
the Dubai Wolves who brought the
score to a double digit, and with Ulloa
ending the game at 11 goals to 8, that
sealed the win for the Dubai Wolves by
CAFU.

Match Progression:
1-1[3-1]6-3|8-5[11-8

Top Scorer: Marcos Araya and Carlos
Ulloa - 5 goals

The final match of the Dubai Open
2023 was eagerly awaited, as it featured
two of the strongest contenders of the
IFZA Gold Cup 2023 tournament - the
UAE Polo and IFZA Habtoor Polo teams.
Tommy Beresford nicked the first goal
of the match for UAE Polo. Shortly after,
Juan Jauretche and Bautista Bayugar
scored one goal each for IFZA Habtoor
Polo. The second chukker, opened with
two back to back goals from Bayugar
and two from Tommy Beresford, as
the teams tied through the end of the
second, with 4 goals to all. The next
two chukkers were a quick exchange
of goals, but UAE wrestled their way
through and took the lead with one
goal at the end of the penultimate
chukker.
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lconica Claim Florida Circuit 16-Goal
Super-Series Championship

The first Florida Circuit 16-Goal Super-
Series Championship came to an
electrifying conclusion, at the National
Polo Center - Wellington (NPCQ).
The title match brought together a
dominant lconica team (Maureen
Brennan, Mariano ‘Peke’ Gonzalez,
Lucas ‘Luckitas’ Criado, Santos Merlos)
and late competition qualifier La Fe
(Rufino Merlos, Robi Bilbao, Francisco
Elizalde, Louis Devaleix). Generating
an early lead in the second chukker,
Iconica kept their eyes on the prize and
never wavered, maintaining the lead
throughout the remainder of the game
to grasp a triumphant 14-11 victory.

An innovative and unique addition

to the Florida winter season, the
inaugural 16-Goal Super-Series offered
teams the opportunity to qualify for
the championship by winning one of
four qualifiers (The Joe Barry Memorial,
Ylvisaker Cup, Iglehart Cup, Continental
Cup). Making waves early on, Iconica
captured the first three trophies, raising
the Joe Barry Memorial Cup, Ylvisaker
Cup and Iglehart Cup. Their wins in
multiple qualifiers not only guaranteed
them a place in the Championship, but
also allowed them to advance directly
to the Championship Final.

A strong team throughout the
competition, La Fe played in all four of
the qualifiers. In the first three qualifiers,

La Fe fell in the semifinals. In the
Continental Cup held at Sarasota Polo
Club in Sarasota, Florida, La Fe sailed to
a 4-0 record and ultimately defeated
G-Squared 14-10 to earn their place
in the Super-Series Championship
semifinal.

In the singular semifinal, La Fe met
BTA. Originally, BTA and Dundas were
set to compete in a shootout to
determine the last semifinalist, as both
competitors had been runners-up to
Iconica in qualifiers. Unfortunately,
Dundas removed themselves from
the competition due to a player injury
allowing BTA to advance directly to the
Super-Series Championship semifinal.

Both teams performing well, La Fe
ended with the edge, defeating BTA
13-9 to advance to the title match.
Discussing her team’s strategy entering
the final, Iconica’s team owner Brennan
shared, “Well, we've played against them
a couple times and we most of the
time try to stay to our style of playing.
They have a very specific style that we
obviously have to deal with, but we
made changes about two or three times
today. Which, | think is a good thing to
do as a team, to be fluid and be able to
adapt and change as things are going
on the field. | think our ability to do that
quickly helps us. We always have a Plan
Aand aPlan B. We went to both of them
today.”

|
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The Copa Republica Argentina

The Copa Republica Argentina has
been played since 1929 and allows any
teams from O to 40 goals from all over
Argentina take part in the tournament,
this year saw 16 teams between 16 and
23 goals compete over four leagues
from 12 = 22 April in the most coveted
trophy of the autumn Argentine
season.

On Saturday 22 April, Cuatro Vientos
faced Santa Maria de Lobos in the
Final on Field 2 in Palermo and led
from the outset to secure themselves

a convincing 12-6 win. This was Cuatro
Vientos' second win in three years
(they last won the tournament in 2021)
although they still have some way
to go to beat top title holders of the
trophy, Coronel Sudrez, who despite
not having won the trophy since 2003,
hold 16 titles in total. For Most Valuable
Player Santiago Chavanne, it was his
third title, having also won the ftitle in
1996 and 2021.

The Jaime Amorin Best Playing Pony
Award was presented to Ve Ocho

Petaca, played by Santiago Chavanne
and the AACCP Award for Best
Registered Argentine Polo Breed was
Open Panadera, played by Lorenzo
Chavanne.

The Copa Republica Argentina Final
Teams:

Cuatro Vientos (20): Tomas Ferrari
(3), Lorenzo Chavanne (4), Santiago
Chavanne (7) & Santiago Laborde (6)
Santa Maria de Lobos (20): Gonzalo
Di Curcio (3), Mackenzie Weisz (6),
Benjamin Panelo (7) & Marcos Panelo (4)

|

Audi Wins WPL Triple Crown of Polo

On Saturday 15 April, Audi defeated
defending champion Pampa Norte
Biotricity on a hot and humid day at
Grand Champions Polo Club to secure
The WPL Triple Crown of Polo title with
a final score of 18-14. With this result,
Audi finished the tournament with an
undefeated 5-0 scoresheet and Jeta
Castagnola received the Most Valuable

Player award after a game high of 11

goals, finishing the tournament with
an overall goal tally of 26 goals. There
were a total of three Best Playing Pony
rugs awarded: Irenita Serrana, played
by Castagnola, was the Argentino
Polo BPP; Don Ercole Hayley, played
by Facundo Llosa, was the Grand
Champions Polo Club BPP. Moneda,
played by Pedro Falabella, was the
American Polo Horse Association BPP.

The WPL Triple Crown of Polo Final
Teams:

Audi (26): Marc Ganzi (1), Jeta
Castagnola (10), Gonzalito Pieres (9) &
Paco de Narvaez (6)

Pampa Norte Biotricity (22): Waqgaas
Al-Siddiq (0), Facundo Llosa (7), Gringo
Colombres (8) & Pedro Falabella (7)
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Park Place Claim First U.S. Open Title

After the first attempt to play the Final
was rained off at the end of the first
half on Sunday 23 April, Park Place and
Valiente lined up against each other
on Monday 24 April at the Isla Carroll
East field, in a wet but playable US.
Open Polo Championship Final. Park
Place had enjoyed previous Gauntlet
of Polo success, with two CV. Whitney
Cup titles (2021, 2022) but so far this
year a top win had eluded them, while
opponents Valiente had secured
the CV. Whitney Cup earlier in the
series and had nine time US. Open
Polo Championship winner, Adolfo
Cambiaso seeking his tenth title.

With two 10 goalers going head-to-
head it was no surprise that the Final
was a riveting, tense and gripping
display of polo which ultimately went
right down to the wire as Hilario Ulloa,
later named Most Valuable Player,
hooked Cambiaso in the final seconds
on the goal line to defend Park Place’s
lead and with it secure the title.

An  ecstatic  Andrey  Borodin
commented after the match, “It was
a tough journey for several years to
achieve this, it means a lot. Everyone
gave everything they could, and the
result is this. It will be a long party,

and everyone will be wet! | think we
deserve to celebrate”.

A full report will be included in the
next issue of Polo Times, click here to
subscribe today!

The US. Open Polo Championship
Final Teams:

Valiente (22): Bob Jornayvaz (0), Peke
Gonzalez (6), Lucas Criado Jr. (6) &
Adolfo Cambiaso (10)

Park Place (22): Andrey Borodin (0),
Juan Britos (9), Hilario Ulloa (10) &
Jason Wates (3)

|

Windsor Polo International
Wins for Argentina, Australia & NSW

Windsor Polo Club hosted a full day of
polo for their 2023 Polo International
which  featured three matches
between some top line-ups. This
year's international was a welcome
return of the fixture to the Club
after a three year hiatus following
the last international in 2019. The
Men’s International was won by
Argentina who beat the home side,
11-5; Australia had better luck in the
other two matches with a 9-6 win
for Australia against England in the
Women'’s International and the Junior

International saw NSW defeat visiting
South Island NZ.

The 2023 Polo International Teams:
The Men's International Teams:

Argentina: Raul Laplacette, Paco
O'Dwyer, Manuel Llorente & Pilu

O’Dwyer

Australia: Ruki Ballieu, Alec White, Dirk
Gould & Lachie Gilmore

The Women'’s International Teams:

Australia: Indi Bennetto, Shannon
Booth, Ashley Glennie & Phillipa Fitz-
Henry

England: Sarah Wiseman, Emma
Sanderson, Lottie Lamacraft & Lucy

Bowman

The Junior International:

NSW: Tom Parry-Okeden, Archie
Dowling, Cody Grimes, Blake Grimes
South Island NZ: Skye Turner, Max
Dormer, Tom Turner & Ed Davidson
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