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Habtoor Polo Triumphs:
Lifting the 2024 Patron Cup Trophy!

F

The sun was still blazing at Al
Habtoor Polo Club, but that didn't
stop the players and their ponies
from putting on an electrifying
Patron Cup Final! The day began
with a fierce contest between
PBS-AM and Cerberus-Kmk, vying
for 3rd and 4th place. This was
followed by an exhilarating final
match, where Habtoor Polo went
head-to-head with Mehran-Mor,
keeping the energy high and the
crowd on the edge of their toes.
1st Match for Subsidiary Final
Teams crowned Cerberus-Kmk the
winners.

CERBERUS-KMK: HH Khalifa Al
Maktoum, Freddy Leyland, Santos
Iriarte and JJ Diaz Alberdi
PBS-AM: Petra Spanko, Sheika
Alya Al Maktoum, Haider Bangash
and Tomas Palacios

Umpiring the game was Tomy
Iriarte and Juan C. Guevara

The match kicked off with a whistle
following a minor elbow collision,
resulting in a free hit for PBS-AM,
though they couldnt convert
it into a goal. The first chukker

ABTOO
" POLD

concluded with a goal from Santos
for CERBERUS-KMK, while PBS-
AM’s first goal was scored by
Petra. By the second and third
chukkers, teamwork between JJ
and Santos was evident as they
pushed hard to secure third place
in the finals. Petra stood out for
PBS-AM, consistently contributing
and scoring a crucial goal in the
third chukker. Multiple penalty
plays unfolded throughout the
game, with a final score of 9-7.

Subsidiary Final Progression: PBS-
AM vs Cerberus KMK
1-312-6|4-8|7-9

2nd Match for the Final Teams
crowned Habtoor Polo club the
Champions

HABTOOR POLO: H.H Khalaf Al
Habtoor, H.H. Habtoor Al Habtoor,
H.E. Mohammed Al Habtoor and
Juan Cruz Guevara
MEHRAN-MOR POLO: Danny
Hashmi, Alex Sorensen, Karim Drif
and Tomas lIriarte

Umpiring the game was JJ Diaz
Alberdi and Santos Iriarte

The game began with an early
penalty for Mehran-Mor, taken by
Drif, but no goal resulted. The first
chukker saw plenty of skillful play
but remained scoreless, though
players kept up the intensity for
eager spectators. By the second
chukker, Habtoor Habtoor broke
through with the first goal for
Habtoor Polo, quickly followed
by Guevara. Habtoor Habtoor
delivered again, scoring the
third and fourth goals before the
chukker ended.

The third chukker saw Guevara
and Habtoor adding two more
goals, pushing Habtoor Polo
ahead. A quick pony change for
Tomy Iriarte gave Mehran-Mor
a moment to regroup, allowing
them to score a 4.5-point goal just
before the chukker ended. In the
final chukker, both teams pushed
hard, but Habtoor Polo clinched
the game with a final score of
7-4.5.

Final match Progression: Habtoor
Polo vs Mehran MOR
1.-0.5|4-25|6-45|7-45

Polo

AM-PBS Polo Team

Wins the Ladies Charity Cup 2024

The Al Habtoor Polo Club was
painted pink for the sixth edition
of the Ladies Charity Cup 2024,
held in partnership with the Al
Jalila Foundation, as AM-PBS
triumphed over Orbis to claim the
championship title.

This unique polo event, supporting
breast cancer awareness,
showcased the strength and unity
of women in sports. Three teams—
Pink Soldiers, Pink Warriors, and
Pink Fighters—competed in a
round-robin in the Subsidiary
Final. Here's the lineup:

¢ Pink Soldiers: Sarkis Gabrielani,
Giedreus, Hani Jabshe, Tommy
Iriarte

¢ Pink Warriors: Otto Torrealba,

Freddy Leyland, Juan Cruz
Guevarra, Tomate Palacios

* Pink Fighters: Khalaf Al Habtoor,
Khalifa Maktoum, JJ Diaz Alberdi,
Juan Cruz Guevarra

The Subsidiary Final crowned Pink
Fighters as the winner, with Pink
Warriors as the runner-up.

In the main final, AM-PBS faced
off against Orbis in a thrilling
match. Lineups were as follows:

AM-PBS: Petra Spanko (0), Sandra
Schneider (0), Sheikha Alya Al
Maktoum (0), Pali Urquiza (4)
Orbis: Kim Roche (0), Karim Drif
(-1), Sarkis Gabrelian (0), Tommy
Iriarte (4)

AM-PBS emerged victorious,
winning with a close score of
5-4.

The afternoon was packed with
activities, including clinical
breast consultations, market
stalls, food vendors, children’s
activities, and pony rides.

Ms. Dalia Saif, Marketing
Manager for Beverly Hills
Polo Club—a California
brand combining Hollywood's
elegance with the thrill of polo—
presented the awards. Sandra
Schneider earned the title of
Most Valuable Player, while
Best Playing Pony was awarded
to Bauti from the Habtoor Polo
Team, ridden by Kim Roche.
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Winning Tradition: USA Remains on Top in

Townsend Cup

HURLINGH iy

B DL

Keeping the historical tradition of
competitive international rivalry
alive, the tenth edition of the
Townsend Cup between USA
(Andrew Scott, Pelon Escapite,
Tommy Biddle Jr.) and England
(Toby Bradshaw, Eden Ormerod,
Jack Hyde) was held, at New
Bridge Polo & Country Club in
Aiken, South Carolina. First played
in 1923, the John R. Townsend
Challenge Cup is one of the
world’s most prestigious high-
goal arena polo tournaments.
The transatlantic match has been
contested as a single game since
2008 on alternate years with
the Bryan Morrison Trophy, a
complimentary tournament held
by English invitation.

Bosting an overall 8-1 record
in the Townsend Cup entering
Saturday’s showdown, the stars
and stripes’ collective chemistry
and tenacity proved unstoppable.
Led by a nine-goal performance
from captain Tommy Biddle Jr. and
complimented by a commanding
defense, the USA team galloped
to its ninth John R. Townsend
Challenge Cup title.

“You love to represent your
country. You live to do that. I've
been very lucky to play quite a
number of times for the U.S. You
want to give your best effort and
go out and do as best as you can
do.” — USA Team Captain Tommy
Biddle Jr.

Joining forces once more
with previous Townsend Cup
champion Escapite (2019, 2021),
four-time victor Biddle Jr. (2011,
2015, 2017, 2019) elaborated on
the chemistry between the two
arena veterans, “Pelon is really
good at being aggressive. He's
good at controlling the play and
he's a lot of fun to play with.
Sometimes we don’t have to say
anything to each other, we just
look at each and know what’s
going on.” Familiar with the
talents of newcomer Scott from
playing at New Bridge, Biddle Jr.
continued, “Andrew’s strength is
that he's aggressive, he's hungry,
he wants to do well. It's his first
time representing the U.S. in this

event, so he's going to try and do
a really good job. He'll work hard,
he's a very good listener. He's
played a lot outdoors with Pelon
and myself, so he knows what we
expect of him.”

Awarding the challengers one
goal on handicap, a quick goal
from English team captain Hyde
opened the scoring for a 2-0
advantage. Responding for the
red, white and blue, back-to-back
goals from Scott and Escapite
ended the first chukker tied 2-all.
In a flurry of action during a high-
scoring second period, all six
players in the arena reached the
scoreboard. Making a statement
for the USA, Biddle Jr. made his
first two-pointer of the match
off a Penalty 4. England’s Hyde
matched the pace on a two-point
Penalty 4 of his own. Tied 7-all in

the final moments of the chukker,
Biddle Jr. sent a booming shot
down the arena with the perfect
angle and spin needed to hit the
backboard of the goal and send
USA into the break ahead 9-7.

Competing in his sixth Townsend
Cup, 55-year-old Biddle Jr.
showed no signs of an aging
game. Driving USA's offense with
five goals in the first half, Biddle
Jr. spoke to his evolution in
international events, "l just bring
the experience now. I'm not as
quick, I'm older. I'm the oldest guy
in the whole thing. But | think the
experience and having captained
the team in the Townsend Cup
numerous times should bring
everybody together.”

Kicking-off the second half with
a goal from England’s Ormerod,

PO
D
Polo ,

teammate Hyde sent a Penalty 4
to the goal mouth for a narrow
10-9 edge. Quickly making up
the deficit, a two-pointer from
Biddle Jr. vaulted USA back
into lead. Following a goal by
Escapite to end the third period,
USA entered the final chukker
with a 13-11 lead. Displaying
exceptional defense against an
attacking English team, USA kept
their opponents off the board
and added goals from Escapite
and Biddle Jr. to seal the 15-11
victory.

Earning his fifth Townsend Cup
titte, Tommy Biddle Jr. was
named Most Valuable Player.
Grey mare GC Wera, played by
Pelon Escapite in the second
and fourth chukkers and owned
by Gabriel Crespo, was awarded
Best Playing Pony.
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USA Defeats France in the 2024 Paris Games Polo
Challenge Presented by U.S. Polo Assn.

r-"-

1.1’

IS CAMES PU?. sCHALLEN

U.S. Polo Assn., the official
brand of the United States Polo
Association (USPA), and the Polo
Club du Domaine Chantilly were
proud to present the Paris Games
Polo Challenge 2024, a tribute
match between the USA and
France .Defending its win from
100 years ago in 1924 Paris, the
USA Team defeated France in a
hard-fought game that ultimately
ended in a score of 10-7.

The Paris Games Polo Challenge
2024 was a sanctioned tribute
match between the USA and
France, in partnership with the
Federation of International Polo
(FIP), the Federation Francaise
de Polo (FFP), and the USPA.
This historic match, which
received unprecedented media
coverage for its significance, was
the centennial celebration and
tribute to the last time France
hosted the Olympics, exactly 100
years ago.

The Game

On the pitch representing the
United States were Quinn Evans
(1), Hope Arellano (3), Nicolas
“Nico” Escobar (5), and Cody
Ellis (5), with USPA Polo Hall of
Famer Julio Arellano as Coach and
Luis Escobar as Assistant Coach.
Representing France were Elena
Venot (2), Dorian Bulteau (3), Julien
Reynes (4), and Clément Delfosse
(5), with Clément Delfosse as
captain, alongside National Coach
Matthieu Delfosse.

The Paris Games Polo Challenge
came to a breathtaking conclusion,
with the USA overtaking France
in a score of 10 to 7, confirming
the Team’s 100-year triumphant
history. Clément Delfosse of
France opened the scoring with a
breakaway, and Quinn Evans of the
USA quickly matched him in the
first chukker. At the third chukker,
the score was 5-5 before the USA
took the lead in the fourth, with

Nico Escobar catapulting the USA
Team to win 10-7.

The USA Team received custom-
designed gold medals with the
Paris Games Polo Challenge logo,
and the France Team received
custom logo silver medals, as well
as other gifts.

The MVP of the game was
Escobar who scored nine goals
for the USA Team, an award that
was presented by J. Michael
Prince, President and CEO, of
USPA Global, the company that
manages and oversees the global,
multi-billion-dollar U.S. Polo Assn.
brand, alongside Patrick Guerrand-
Hermeés, founder of the Polo Club
du Chantilly and descendant of
the Hermeés luxury brand family.
The Best Playing Pony Award was
won by Amapola, a 12-year-old
chestnut mare played by Escobar,
which was presented by Stewart
Armstrong, Chairman of the USPA.

54




Polo

Carpathian/Maltese Falcons Win First-Ever Arena
Singureni Polo Cup; Roldan Named MVP, Ganzi
Best Playing Patron

On a day for the history books,

Carpathian/Maltese Falcons
captured the inaugural Arena
Singureni Polo Cup Sunday in
front of a sellout crowd and
worldwide audience.

Carpathian/Maltese Falcons
(Melissa Ganzi, Nacho Figueras,
5, Alejandro Novillo Astrada,
7) won a hardfought 8-7 battle
against Aqua Carpatica/Grand
Champions Polo Club (Daren
Tamplin, Grant Ganzi, 3, Nic
Roldan, 9) in the final second of
play on Astrada's corner penalty
conversion.

Melissa Ganzi, the first woman
to compete and win the first
tournament in Romania, was
named Best Playing Patron.

Roldan, one of the world's top
players, was selected Most
Valuable Player after scoring
six goals in the final. Traviesa,
played by Roldan and owned by
Pierre Henri Ngoumou, was Best
Playing Pony.

It was a day of firsts in polo
history for the Maltese Falcons
and Grand Champions making
their debut in the first-ever
international polo tournament in
Romania.

"It was a very tough tournament
with very good teams," Astrada
said. "We like each other but
on the field we want to win. The
game was a family game. | think
it's more, even more difficult to
play a game like that."

In the hard fought physical final,
Melissa Ganzi opened the first
chukker with a 15-yard penalty
conversion.  Maltese  Falcons
missed other scoring opportunities
but led 1-0 going into the second
chukker.

Grand Champions dominated the
second chukker jumping out to a
4-1 lead behind three Roldan goals
and another from Grant Ganzi.
Figueras scored with an assist from
Melissa Ganzi, to trail 4-2.

Maltese Falcons regained its
composure in the third chukker as
the lights were turned on in the
arena stadium.

Figueras opened the chukker
scoring a goal after the bowl-in.
Ganzi converted another penalty

to tie the game 4-4. From then on,
it was a roller coaster.

The lead changed hands three
times including tying twice before
Astrada's heroics as regulation
time ran out.

Romanian Olympic gold medalist
David Popovici presented the
awards and threw out the first
game ball. Jan Erik Franck, the
voice of the World Polo League,
provided his unique style of
announcing  throughout  the
tournament.

The Singureni Polo Sports Club
Association and World Polo co-
hosted the three-day event in
a specially-constructed arena
at Singureni Manor Equestrian
Retreat, a resort nestled within a
700-acre oak and acacia forest in
Giurgiu County, just 40 kilometers
outside of Bucharest.

"Romania is a beautiful country,"”
Astrada said. "We were able
to sightsee the first few days in
Bucharest and Transylvania. The
arena was great and it is nice to
see polo beginning in Romania."
Added Roldan, "I'm blown away,
they put on a stellar event and the
people were very welcoming."

In the subsidiary game, Team
Azerbaijan Land of Fire (Elchin
Jamalli, 3, Tarlan Gurbanaliyev,
1, Juan Cruz Losada, 7) defeated
Team St. Moritz Top of the World
(Massimo Baggi/Daniel Savary, 1,
Pierre Henri Ngoumou, 7, Nick
Rogerson, 3), 8-4.

Grand Champions defeated
Team St. Moritz Top of the World,
8-3.5, in the opening game. In the
second game, Team Azerbaijan
Land Of Fire edged Maltese
Falcons, 4.5-4. On Saturday,

in the opening game Maltese
Falcons bounced back with a
8-2.5 win over St. Moritz Top
of the World. Grand Champions
followed with a 7.5-6 win against
Team Azerbaijan with Roldan
converting a penalty which turned
out to be the winning goal after
Team Azerbaijan rallied in the last
chukker but ran out of time.

Reto Gaudenzi, World Polo
founder, has a rich history
of discovering new, often
unconventional locations for
organizing international Polo
competitions. The tournament
also marked a milestone for World
Polo, hosting its 100th event.

"It is unbelievable," Gaudenzi
said. "l have been doing this for
many years all over the world. This
is my 100th polo event and it has
worked out beyond my wildest
dreams. It is perfect.
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Champion Jockeys To Compete In Markel Jockeys
Jumping In Aid Of The Injured Jockeys Fund At
London International Horse Show

The exhilarating Markel Jockeys
Jumping class in aid of the
Injured Jockeys Fund is set
to make its much-anticipated
return to London International
Horse Show 2024. The festive
equestrian extravaganza, which
runs from 18 — 22 December
at Excel London, will showcase
top-tier sport and entertainment,
with the jockeys taking centre
stage on the evening of Friday
20 December.

This  entertaining class  will
see two teams of five jockeys
— featuring a mix of Flat and
Jump racing stars — swap the
racecourse for the show jumping
arena. Under the bright lights
of the prestigious International
Arena, the competition promises
a perfect blend of horsemanship
skills, fierce competitive spirit
and plenty of laughter, all in
support of the incredible work of
the Injured Jockeys Fund.

The class will run with one rider

from each team in the arena at
a time, alternating turns, and
with riders facing time penalties
of three seconds for every fence
knocked down, the stakes are
high in this fast-paced contest.
The crowd-favourite Markel Joker
fence, which debuted in 2022,
will once again feature as the
final jump. Jockeys can choose
whether to jump the Joker after
completing their round, knowing
that a successful clear will
subtract four seconds from their
time, while failure will result in an
additional four second penalty.

This year's event will feature an
extra dose of excitement, with
television personality and ITV
Racing presenter Chris Hughes
attending as a special guest.
Hughes, who gained fame on
ITV's Love Island in 2017, has
since become a familiar face in
the world of horse racing and will
be taking on the role of roving
reporter during the class.

Team Captain again in 2024 is the
iconic Sir Anthony McCoy OBE,
who achieved an astonishing
4,358 wins and a record 20
Champion Jump Jockey titles
over the course of his illustrious
career. McCoy, President of
the Injured Jockeys Fund, is no
stranger to London International
Horse Show, having guided his
team to victory in this class in
2022. This year, he'll be looking
to reclaim the title after his team
narrowly missed out in 2023.

On taking part in the Markels
Jockeys Jumping class, Sir
Anthony McCoy OBE, President
of the IJF said: “"We all love
taking part in the Markel
Jockeys Jumping. It's always
such a great night. Some jockeys
jump really well, some fall off —
usually me — but it's for a great
cause and the least we can do
to raise awareness of the IJF and
the incredible work the charity
does.”
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