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USA POLO

NPC 16-GOAL CHAMPIONS:
KAIA TAKES THE TITLE

GO *\. CHAMN

After a four-month showcase
of endurance and talent, the
NPC-16 Goal Championship
reached its conclusion, hosted
by the National Polo Center -
Wellington (NPC) and played on
Field 2. From January to April,
four top-tier national qualifying
tournaments took place across
South Florida to produce the final
four contenders: the Joe Barry
Memorial at Port Mayaca Polo
Club in Okeechobee, Florida,
and the Ylvisaker Cup, Iglehart
Cup and Outback Cup—all
spearheaded by Patagones Polo
Club in Wellington, Florida, under
the banner of the Wellington Polo
Tour.

), CENTER
P10 SHI P

-

Whittled down from a competitive
field of 17 teams over the course
of the season, the medium-
goal finale brought together
two standout squads: Joe Barry
Memorial champions Zapican
BMW (Max Torokvei, Vaughn
Miller Jr., Ignacio “Nachi” Viana,
Felipe Viana*) and Kaia (Larry
Austin sub.

Santos Teves, Lucas Criado Jr.,
Felipe “Pipe” Vercellino, Antonio
Aguerre). After qualifying for
the NPC 16-Goal Championship
by winning the Iglehart Cup,
Copperline Farm returned under
the new name, Kaia, with original
players Lucas Criado Jr. and Felipe

“Pipe” Vercellino, joined by two
new teammates. Ultimately, Kaia
edged Zapican BMW 10-9 in
regulation, breaking a 9-all tie in
the final minutes after capitalizing
from the penalty line.

Zapican BMW, the only team to
play all four 16-goal tournaments,
had faced Copperline Farm in the
Iglehart Cup, and after falling 11-
8, the players had a solid sense of
what they were up against. “We
played that team already-half of
the team-but still it's pretty much
Pipe and Luckitas. They're 14 [of
the 16 goals],” said Nachi Viana.
“They have a very strong team,
well-mounted. Pipe is a super

solid player, I've been playing
him a lot the last couple of years,
so it should be fun, I'm excited
forit.”

In the semifinal prelude on
Wednesday, April 9, Outback
Cup winners, Palm Beach Equine
(Scott Swerdlin, Antonio de
Narvaez, Lucas Diaz Alberdi, Raul
“Gringo” Colombres) took on
the newly formed Kaia team. Tied
3-all at the end of the second
chukker, Kaia edged ahead 5-3
by halftime and continued to
build momentum in the second
half. Kaia continued to dominate
adding five more goals to the
tally for a 10-5 advantage in the
fifth, with Vercellino using his
scoring prowess to add a field
goal, and an additional sixth-
chukker penalty as part of his

eight-goal contribution to Kaia’s
eventual 13-10 victory.

Zapican BMW elected to make
things interesting in a semifinal
clash with Ylvisaker Cup winners

Bientina (Valentino Carlotti,
Santiago Llavallol, Federico
"Fefu” Panzillo, Mariano

Gonzalez Sr.). After the Joe
Barry Memorial win, semifinals
proved to be Zapican BMW's
nemesis, losing out on a place
in the finals of the Ylvisaker Cup
and Iglehart Cup at that stage.
Sitting pretty at halftime on a
10-3 lead over Bientina, thanks
to five goals from Nachi Viana—
four from penalties—three from
his brother Felipe and two from
Miller Jr. Zapican BMW then
squandered the advantage in
the second half.

Bientina scored eight
unanswered goals to take over
the lead 11-10. However, Nachi
Viana saved the day with 20
seconds left, engineering a
goal that tipped the match into
overtime. “"When | went to the
ball, | turned in midfield and |
looked at the clock and we had
20 seconds,” said Nachi Viana.
“All my life | would get in a rush,
but this season in Wellington, |
have seen those [final] seconds
used well. | don’t know why, but
that came to my head: ‘this is
something you already learned
this season, don't hurry,’ and
that's why | took my time.” The
nail-biter concluded in overtime
as Felipe Viana scored the
sudden death winner securing
a field goal, off a pass from his
brother.
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Texas Arena League
Spurring Ahead: Bar-Spur Claims National Arena

Delegate’s Cup

© TeExas A

The National Arena Delegate’s
Cup wrapped upin thrilling fashion
between Bar-Spur (Stephanie
Colburn*, Mark Osburn, Chad
Bowman) and TAMU Men (Zak
Coleman, sub. Mitch Coventry,
sub. Mark Coventry) at Brookshire
Polo Club (Brookshire, Texas).
Capping off an unforgettable
Texas Arena League (TAL) season,
the 6- to 9-goal final culminated
in an unforgettable showdown
following four weekends of
intense competition.

During bracket play, TAMU Men
narrowly defeated Bar-Spur by just
one goal, 18-17. Having secured
the top spots through win/loss
records, the stage was set for the

anticipated rematch. Bar-Spur, a
finalist in last year's competition,
returned with its consistency and
skill required to capture the title.
TAMU Men made a dramatic
lineup change by adding alumni
Mark Coventry and his son Mitch
Coventry, who traveled all the way
from Zambia, Africa, to bolster
TAMU Men'’s championship push.
In the first chukker both teams
were locked in a fierce battle,
finishing in a 3-all stalemate. The
tension carried into the second
period, where Bar Spur held a
slim 7-6 edge. Bar-Spur’s Bowman
came out strong to open the
second half, scoring back-to-back
goals, followed by a booming
two-pointer in the final moments

of the chukker to extend the
lead, 11-8. In the final minutes of
the match, Bowman added three
more goals, bringing his total to
14 on the day, securing Bar-Spur’s
victory, 14-9.

"It was great to win the [National
Arena] Delegates Cup, said
Osburn. “After being second
three years in a row- winning sure
feels good. | actually didn't feel
like | had a great game and never
even scored a goal, but knowing
my mallet was a little off, | buckled
down and went to work clearing
ground for Chad [Bowman] and
Stephanie [Colburn].” Reflecting
on the match, Bowman added,
“Going into the final it was a

rematch from our last game,
which we lost by a goal and as a
teamdidn’t play well. So, we were
looking forward to a rematch. In
the final we knew they had subs
coming in- it was going to be a
feeling out process. But we knew
if we played our game we could
dictate the play.”

Playing a pivotal role for
TAMU Men, Mark Coventry
was named the Galvin Agency
Most Valuable Player. Relecting
on the experience, Coventry
shared, "Being awarded MVP is
a compliment and honor

. I'm relieved to have helped
contribute to the match and
cannot thank Victor Aguilar and
Zak Coleman enough for their
generosity providing the pony
power. The icing on the cake

was playing alongside [TAMU
Men’s] captain, Zak Coleman
and my son, Mitch. | was a little
skeptical to come back and
play after a 25-year break from
indoor, after all, nobody likes
to be schooled by their children
and the younger generation
of polo, not to mention my
complete lack of "indoor
fitness.” Coventry continuted,
“We hope to see more of Texas
Arena [League] in the future,
with more Coventry's looking to
cross over to the [United] States
for their university education.
Thank you for your warm and
welcoming Texas hospitality.
Everything IS bigger and better
in Texas!”

The Nutrena Best Playing Pony
was awarded to Simba, played
and owned by Chad Bowman.

Sharing insights on the stallion,
Bowman said, “Simba is going
to be 10-years-old in June. He
has a couple babies on the
ground, the oldest of which is
getting started now as an almost
3 year old. He is out of a mare of
mine | bought when | turned pro
out of college in 2010 from Crab
Orchards’ farrier in Kentucky. His
dad is an ex-race horse that Billy
Mudra owns named Sculpted.”
Bowman continued, “Simba has
been a joy to have as my first
homebred horse. My wife and
| broke him together and he
has been a saint since getting
a saddle on his back. Everyone
that rides him enjoys him. When
| play him | have such confidence
in him. We have a bond that |
enjoy and he keeps surprising
me with how he is still getting
stronger and better everyday.”
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STRIKING GOLD: PARK PLACE CLAIMS FIRST
USPA GOLD CUP IN EMOTIONAL OVERTIME
VICTORY

Claimed its first USPA Gold Cup
title, at the National Polo Center
in Wellington, Florida, on U.S.
Polo Assn. Field One, with a
10-9 overtime win against Coca-
Cola (Gillian Johnston, Lorenzo
Chavanne, Pablo "Polito”
Pieres, Julian de Lusarreta). Each
team arrived at the final with
an undefeated record, setting
the stage for the first Gauntlet
of Polo final without either
Poroto or Adolfo Cambiaso
since the 2022 U.S. Open Polo
Championship.

It may not have been a straight
win of the Gauntlet of Polo
presented by TruBar, but it did
give Park Place the trio of titles
that make up the series. “It's our
first ever Gold Cup win,” said
Park Place Manager, Ash Price.
“We've won the C.V. Whitney

twice (2021, 2022) and the U.S.
Open (2023), so to win the Gold
Cup is incredible!”

The game delivered from the
opening throw-in. Coca-Cola’s
Pieres struck first with two
field goals in the opening two
minutes, but Gonzalez Jr., on
Best Playing Pony, 5, answered
for Park Place. “In the first
chukker he made two amazing
plays,” Gonzalez Jr. reflected
afterwards on the grey gelding,
bought in Argentina from Javier
Canton and a longtime favorite
in his string. “Showing his
attitude and his personality, he
helped me score.” Gonzalez Jr.
went on to set up Hine for a goal
to level the playing field 2-all to
end the first chukker.

Coca-Cola’s coach  Mariano

Aguerre recognized the
challenge his team was facing
going up against Park Place.
“To win one of these major
tournaments you need to beat
the best teams and without a
doubt [Park Place] it's one of
the top teams,” he said. “The
biggest thing is the organization
they have, the level of horses.
It is probably one of the best
mounted teams around.”

Park Place then surged ahead
with a string of goals to build
a 6-3 lead, including two more
from 19-year-old Gauntlet rookie
Hine. In the fourth, Chavanne set
up de Lusarreta to bring Coca-
Cola back within one, while the
team held Park Place scoreless
for the first time in the match.
Fittingly, Gonzalez Jr. brought
out 5 again in the fifth, the BPP's

second appearance of the game.
The decision paid off and the
pair struck on offense for an 8-6
Park Place cushion. A true back-
and-forth match, Coca-Cola only

trailed by one moving into the
final chukker.

In the sixth chukker, Park Place
quickly restored the two-goal
advantage with an impressive
signature neckshot goal from
Gonzalez Jr—as a noticeable
degree of silence fell over Coca-
Cola fans, clustered by the end
zone. "l think a key play that
gave us a lot of energy to keep
pushing—because it was so
intense, so even—was Peke's
goal to go up by two,” said Ulloa.
“That gave us an extra push. In
such a tight game—yea, they
scored right after-but a moment
like that lifts the whole team.”
Aware of Coca-Cola's ability to
strike quickly, Hine added, "A
great team like Coca-Cola—you
know, four great players—they
can score a few goals in the space

of a minute, so you can never be
too comfortable.”

Refusing to go quietly, and
ultimately  forcing  overtime,
Coca-Cola fought back as Pieres
masterminded two goals to
equalize the score 9-all with
44 seconds left on the clock.
Ultimately, Ulloa delivered the
golden goal in the extra chukker,
converting a Penalty 2 to secure
the title. The win marked his
second USPA Gold Cup, 15 years
after his first.

Reflecting on the significance
of the win, Ulloa emphasized
the years of effort behind the
moment. “It's huge—because it's
not just about a win,” he shared.
“It's everything Park Place has
been working toward for years. At
the beginning, it took us a while
to get some proper trophies.
We've been fighting for a long
time, and sometimes winning the
cup is the only thing that reflects
all that hard work. If you lose the

final, it feels like the job wasn't
done. But when you have the
horses, the right people, and you
build a good group around you—
grooms, farriers, vets, trainers—
and it all comes together, it means
everything. This year, the team
clicked, the horses performed at
their best, and I'm just so proud
of everyone who's worked so hard
to make it happen.”

When asked who stepped up
and made the biggest impact,
Ulloa pointed to the team’s
unified effort. “If | have to say
one, it's probably the team,” he
said, emphasizing Park Place’s
collective performance over any
individual contribution. “Because
| think Louis played amazing.
Peke stepped up big time in
key moments and scored some
amazing goals. Andrey did a great
job on defense, because we know
one of their best offensive plays
is hitting the long balls to Gillian.
So, he made a big effort being
back and being disciplined.”
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*U.S. OPEN POLO CHAMPIONSHV +

A rematch of last year's U.S.
Open Polo Championship final
between father and son, Adolfo
and Poroto Cambiaso, unfolded
on Sunday, April 20, in front of
a sold-out crowd at the National
Polo Center (NPC) in Wellington,
Florida. Taking to U.S. Polo Assn.
Field One, La Dolfina/Tamera
(Alejandro Poma, Matt Coppola*,
Diego Cavanagh, Adolfo
Cambiaso) came out on top 12-8
over La Dolfina/Catamount (Scott
Devon, Rufino Merlos, Poroto
Cambiaso, Jesse Bray™).

La Dolfina/Tamera arrived at the
final with a win in the first leg of
the Gauntlet of Polo presented by
TruBar, the C.V. Whitney Cup. Last
season's losses to his son Poroto
and La Dolfina in both the USPA
Gold Cup and U.S. Open were
still fresh in Adolfo Cambiaso’s
mind prior to the rematch. He had
certainly been keeping track—
and not just because he was in
line for a tenth U.S. Open title.
“"He's been beating me a little
bit too much,” he said of his son.
“But the last game | beat him. Last
year | lost two finals against them

[La Dolfina]. | won one, | lost two
important ones. And now we are
1-1 [for the season] but he beat
me in England in the quarterfinals
of the Queen’s Cup.”

La Dolfina/Catamount’s journey to
the final was notably rockier than
La Dolfina/Tamera, which reached
the finale undefeated.The two
teams’ paths crossed earlier in a
tight preliminary match, where
La Dolfina/Tamera secured an 11-
10 win to move to 2-0, while La
Dolfina/Catamount fell 0-2 and
faced an uncertain fate. “I think
we started the U.S. Open badly,”
said Poroto Cambiaso. “We lost
a couple of games [to Park Place
and La Dolfina/Tamera]. With Park
Place we were winning by five or
six then we lost at the end.”

An 11-10 overtime win against
BTA (Ignacio "Nachi" Viana,
Tomas Panelo, Steve Krueger*,
Kelly Beal, sub. Max Torokvei)
kept La Dolfina/Catamount in the
running for one of two remaining
spots in the quarterfinals, which
was finally secured via a penalty
shootout.  Adolfo  Cambiaso

attributes Poroto’s change of
fortune down to him taking a leaf
out of his father's playbook. “He
[Poroto] is using his teammates
more than playing by himself,” he
observed. “This is a team game,
and | think the last couple of
games he did that.”

A C.V. Whitney Cup final rematch,
La Dolfina/Tamera  entered
the semifinals against Coca-
Cola (Gillian Johnston, Lorenzo
Chavanne, Polito Pieres, sub.
Lucas Criado Jr.), who came to
the field with a significant lineup
change. Forced to substitute
Julian De Lusarreta, due to yellow
cards, the team struggled to
find rhythm and communication,
ultimately falling 9-4. Meanwhile,
USPA Gold Cup champion, Park
Place (Louis Hine, Hilario Ulloa,
Mariano "“Peke” Gonzalez Jr.,
sub. Gabriel Crespo), proved
the final hurdle for La Dolfina/
Catamount in its pursuit of
the U.S. Open final. Dolfina/
Catamount jumped to a 4-0 lead
in the first chukker and never
trailed, holding off Park Place
for an 11-9 win.



Organic Matters Inc. Triumphs in National
President’s Cup Final Featuring a Rookie Debut
& a Retirement

The National President's Cup
final took place on Field 2 at
the National Polo Center in
Wellington, Florida, just ahead of
the U.S. Open Polo Championship
final. Showcasing 8-goal polo at its
best, Organic Matters Inc. (Inaki
Waulff, Vaughn Miller Jr., Alan
Martinez, Max Stevens) won 7-6
in regulation time against Fross &
Fross (Cruz Bilbao, Paige Boone,
Lucas Bosch, sub. Nick Johnson)
in a match that went down to the
wire.

Steeped in history dating back
to 1969, the contest brought
together Regional President's
Cup champions nationwide. The
Northeastern Circuit's Amaro/
Jefferies (Santos Valent, Scott
Sorbaro, Marcos Bignoli, Kris
Kampsen) and the Eastern
Circuit's TNT Global/Jet Set

Polo Visas (Julia Kline, Brock
Bromley, Nicolas Diaz Alberdi*,
Lucio Fernandez Ocampo) joined
the four Florida Circuit winners:
Organic Matters Inc., Santa Clara
(formerly Santa  Clara/Forbes
Plunkett: Aspen Tinto, Pedro
Gutierrez, Luis Escobar, Federico
Escobar) and Fross & Fross. Based
on team availability, State Farm
(Harrison Wise, Josh Escapite,
Francisco Ayala, Horacio “Flaco”
Lizaso), Regional President's Cup
finalists in the fourth qualifying
event hosted by The Villages
Polo Club (The Villages, Florida),
rounded out the competition as
the sixth team in contention.

Of the qualified six teams for the
National President’s Cup, virtual
“quarterfinals” produced the
final four. Organic Matters Inc.,
having squeaked through on net

goals, led 4-3 at halftime and won
10-9 in the semifinals against TNT
Global/Jet Set Polo Visas. On
the opposing side of the draw,
three unanswered goals in the
sixth chukker gave Fross & Fross
an 11-10 win over State Farm.
Fross & Fross was trailing by one
at the end of the fourth chukker,
with Bilbao sidelined by injury.
Nick Johnson proved a valuable
substitute contributing two field
goals to the final tally.

The two teams had met earlier in
the tournament with Fross & Fross
winning in overtime. “We played
well against the team that we
played in the finals, and sort of fell
apartin the last chukker,” Martinez
said, recalling their first encounter
in preliminary play. “So today we
definitely came focused to make
sure that we held it together,

and | mean they did close the
gap during the sixth chukker, but
fortunately we were prepared,
and we had enough goals that we
were able to weather the storm.”

Organic Matters Inc.’s

Martinez set up teammate Miller
Jr. for the first goal of the game,
in a demonstration of trusted
teamplay that carried through
the entire six chukkers. Bilbao put
Fross & Fross on the board from
the field, before a breakaway goal
from Martinez closed the first
chukker 2-1 in favor of Organic
Matters Inc. Fross & Fross, who
had made the journey from The
Villages Polo Club, near Ocala,
Florida, briefly secured the lead in
the second chukker thanks to goals
from Johnson and Boone—one of
three female players represented
in the national contest.

Tied 3-all at halftime, another well-
engineered play from Martinez
and Miller Jr. nudged Organic

Matters Inc. back into the lead.
Stevens followed up to extend
the lead to 5-3 by the end of
the fourth chukker, and despite
a penalty goal from Bosch in
the fifth, the team in green
maintained control, moving into
the final period ahead 7-4. Fross
& Fross, sought vengeance in
the sixth and secured a Penalty
3 from Bosch and a critical field
goal that put the score at 7-6.

As the final thirty seconds ticked
down, Organic Matters Inc.’s
captain Martinez marshaled his
teammates before the throw-in,
reminding them not to foul—
orders they followed to close
out the game in regulation time.

One of the revelations of the
tournament did not show up
on the National President’s Cup
finals scoresheet. Wulff did not
score a single goal in the game
but that did not prevent him
getting noticed. At just 13 years

old, and with a -1 handicap,
Wulff played with a mindset
beyond his years. Originally
substituting on the team during
the qualifying tournament, it
did not take long for Organic
Matters Inc.'s team captain
Martinez to see the potential
in Wulff. “He actually filled in
and he played so well that we
decided to take him onto our
team,” Martinez said.

Wulff's father Santiago was
instrumental in getting the
young player horses to play in
the tournament. “l know it's
been difficult trying to keep him
mounted because Santi's already
sent horses to California.” said
Martinez. “He's got a busy
schedule trying to get horses
for IRaki to play. It's not an easy
challenge, but he was able to do
it. He helped us out a ton and |
am so thankful that we had Ihaki
on the team.”
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TEXAS ARENA LEAGUE
WRAPS UP SUCCESSFUL 2025 SEASON

Concluding its eight season,
the Texas Arena League (TAL)
celebrated another memorable
year of competitive arena polo
with its End-of-League Awards
during the final weekend of the
Classic Division, held from Friday,
March 14 to Sunday March
16, at Brookshire Polo Club in
Brookshire, Texas. The weekend's
competition featured the finals
of the Southwestern Circuit
General George S. Patton Jr. and
Southwestern Circuit General
Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller. Awards
were presented across all levels,
recognizing the commitment,
teamwork and passion
demonstrated throughout the
season. While the final matches
brought a sense of closure, they
also reflected the strong sense
of community and spirited rivalry
that define TAL.

The 0- to 3-goal level saw Cheval
Athletics (Christina Cantu, Megan

Flynn, Drew Luplow) take on
Polo InterActive (Brooke Burke,
Jose Velez, Carlos Ramirez) in a
fast-paced, action-packed final
for the Southwestern Circuit
General George S. Patton Jr.
Both teams earned their place
with strong performances
throughout the season, but
Cheval Athletics wasted no time
taking control of the game.
Polo InterActive responded with
grit and determination in every
chukker, yet Cheval Athletics’
fluid teamwork and consistent
pressure proved decisive for the
19-7 win.

Competing in the 3 - to 6-goal
division, Legends Polo Club
(Omar “Adrian” Aguilar, John
Hand, Garrett Bankhead) squared
off against Polo InterActive (Jose
Velez, Audry Persano*, James
Glew) for the Southwestern
Circuit General Lewis B. "Chesty"
Puller. In a tightly contested

battle, the match featured
strategic plays, rapid transitions
and standout individual efforts as
both teams pushed for control.
Polo InterActive fought hard to
stay in contention, but it was
the composed and consistent
performance from Legends Polo
Club that ultimately made the
difference. Competing in both
military events, Polo InterActive'’s
Velez shared after the final horn,
"I want to thank James Glew,
Audry Persano, Brooke Burke
and Carlos Ramirez. They were
heroic in the finals!”

Among the individual awards
presented, the Polo Training
Foundation (PTF) Most Improved
Player was awarded to Taylor
DeNeve. The Spirit of Patton
Award celebrating the powerful
connection  between  horse
and rider was presented to
Gunsmoke, played and owned by
Stephanie Colburn.
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Luxury experience for unique occasions

e |

Dhs 400 / 10 Passengers

It's time for your grand entry

Simply travel in style

* CORPORATE EVENTS

* CITY & NIGHT TOURS Dhs 500 / 16 Passengers

* PROMS
* WEDDINGS

* SHOPPING SPREES

« AIRPORT TRANSFERS Dhs 600 / 20 Passengers

24 Hours

8005

www.dubaiexoticlimo.com

P.O. Box: 64086 - Dubai, UAE, Tel: +971 4 286 8635, Mob: +971 50 6957160, rustom @dubaiexoticlimo.com
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- DUBAI SHOWROOM ABU DHABI SHOWROOM
A IN E(H)S Indigo Central 8, Sheikha Salama Building,
GRENADIER Al Manara, Zayed The First St
SHEIK ZAYED ROAD, Dubai Al Khalidiyah - Abu Dhabi
www.uae-ineosgrenadier.com 04 3211512 02 550 5123
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