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YOU DON’T JUST LOOK FOR A HOME; YOU LOOK FOR A STATEMENT. A PLACE THAT MIRRORS
YOUR AMBITION, YOUR RHYTHM, AND YOUR PURSUIT OF SOMETHING GREATER.

At BEYOND, we craft destinations for those who
lead with purpose. Every community is designed

to perform architecturally, experientially, and with
afocus on wellness, lifestyle, and balance. From
the bold masterplan transforming Dubai Maritime
City to our landmark addresses on Palm Jumeirah,
each development combines design innovation,
lifestyle distinction, and a deep sense of nurture.

Because choosing BEYOND isn’t just about owning

a home; it's about finding a place that reflects your = \ - _ - i i

lifestyle, your values, and the way you choose to
live every day.

Live Bold. Live BEYOND.

© ENQUIRIES@BEYONDPROPERTIES.AE BEYONDDEVELOPMENTS.AE O soo BevonD

/

-

, @2 |BEYOND-= -

\ -

DEVELOPMENTS

ASCOT T ag— -

——

. T

~~ . -~ OFFICIAL PARTNER ~ =

—— = <
}"S e —
o o —
L T——

7
!

}
J

Lo g ¢cluriug éleldulg elagoln guAcs glho gr wlic jicy 6un ugluwi e Ju «wuné Jjio e i U el
.Joalg gociga

o) d8ag JLaJ JA lemooun) wlamag JATUI gy (9
&0y 0Jghi g it JA . jlodg iy yinel ygelingy
Jjey ddoltioll dudiue ol L jlaillg §jlocodl el g
6l wgluwi (ot ducloinllg duniéillg yawalldanll

-leiog §l)

ol ge Jici puslng Aiihunl e Eiel & jay L]
cuetig ogyallg il go Junlgill jjci cilaliiog a}aillg
.auals Pu yuluin g @l i

O sk

WLiiAl Jy «uuné Jjio ¢ lliol J U"aigu” J &judal
(HAlgJ9 «Elotdy aing welipal guAc) 8l gl
.0l6iuoll elilngolng diogul clilun elayl

ENQUIRIES@BEYONDPROPERTIES.AE () BEYONDDEVELOPMENTS.AE 800 BEYOND (@



THE MAJESTIC

e -

History the arabian. The majestic arabian 1s a richly Illustrated,
expertly written tribute to the beauty, Legacy, and global
prestige of the arabian show horse. Combining decades of
equine knowledge, show experience, and passion, author
Ahmed Youssel delivers A definitive guide for breeders,
competitors, and Enthusiasts alike. From breeding principles
and show Training to grooming artistry and Al in modern
Horsemanship, this book spans tradition and innovation Across
over 25 captivating chapters. With rare photography, charts,
research contributions, And nsights from top global studs, this
volume 1s Both a reference and a collector’s treasure.

’ ) ARABIAN
Step 1nto the world of the most celebrated horse breed in _

".He needs no jewels to shine — his spirit 1s his crown"
anclent arabic proverb

Available n three languages: Arabic, English, and Swedish

Published By: Taggar Group AB - Sweden
www.taggargroup.se

ISBN:978-91-531-3997-3

THE MAJESTIC ARABIAN -

9" 789153 " 139973
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Mastering Endurance: The Diploma in Endurance
& Endurance Horse Tra|n|ng

The spirit of  Australian
horsemanship once again took
center stage as the nation’s
finest young riders delivered an
inspiring performance at the 2025
Pony Club International Alliance
(PCIA) Virtual Jumping Equitation
Competition, hosted by New
Zealand Pony Clubs. Competing
against talented equestrians from
across the globe, the Australian
Pony Club team showcased
precision, confidence, and
true sportsmanship—earning
international  recognition and
applause.

This year's competition, blending
the innovation of virtual judging
with the traditions of classic
equitation, brought together Pony
Club riders from multiple nations.
Through a format combining
video  submissions, technical

assessment, and global scoring
standards, the event celebrated
both accessibility and excellence
in modern equestrian sport.

A Triumph of Dedication and
Teamwork

For the Australian team, success
in the 2025 PCIA Championship
was the result of months of
preparation, commitment, and
close collaboration between
coaches, riders, and their devoted
families. Pony Clubs across the
country united to identify top-
performing young athletes who
could represent the nation on an
international stage.

Each rider submitted a recorded
round judged against a detailed
set of equitation criteria—balance,
rhythm, position, accuracy, and
the  harmonious  relationship

ﬂ&.ﬁt 573 -..ag."’f.gdﬂ ﬁf » ?" i]’

between horse and rider. Despite
competing virtually, the level of
professionalism  mirrored that
of any in-person international
competition.

Team captain Jewel Henderson,
riding her trusted partner
Valdaise, delivered a stunning
round that perfectly embodied
the art of equitation—calm,
poised, and technically sound.
Her performance, along with
the strong showings of her
teammates, helped Australia
secure an impressive overall
placement among the top global
contenders.

“We wanted to show the world
what Australian riders can do,”
Henderson said after the results
were announced. “Equitation is
about trust and understanding—

it's not just about jumping fences
but about forming one rhythm
with your horse. That's what
makes this sport beautiful.”

Celebrating Australian
Horsemanship

The triumph of the Australian
Pony Club team extends beyond
medals or rankings; it reflects the
nation's deep equestrian culture
and its commitment to nurturing
young talent. Pony Club Australia
has long been recognized for
promoting strong foundations
in riding skills, horsemanship,
and safety. The organization's
structured approach—
emphasizing discipline, empathy,
and continuous learning—has
produced generations of skilled
riders who go on to compete at
professional and Olympic levels.
The virtual championship also
provided an inclusive platform

for riders in remote areas who
often lack access to large-scale
international competitions. It
highlighted Australia’s ability to
blend tradition with innovation,
proving that talent and passion
can transcend distance when
supported by technology and
community spirit.

“The event reminded us that
equestrian sport is not limited
by geography,” noted a Pony
Club Australia official. “Our
riders trained on home soil but
competed on a global stage,
united by their love of horses and
commitment to excellence.”

A Global Stage for Young
Equestrians

Hosted by the New Zealand
Pony Clubs, the PCIA Virtual
Jumping Equitation Competition
represented a milestone for youth

equestrian programs worldwide.
By combining  standardized
scoring with international judging
panels, the event offered a fair,
transparent, and educational
experience for every participant.

Riders from the United Kingdom,
Canada, the U.S., and Europe
joined their peers from Australia
and New Zealand, forming a truly
global network of young athletes.

Judges assessed  technique,
style, and overall presentation—
rewarding those who
demonstrated both mastery and
empathy toward their mounts.

For Australia, the results
underscored the country’s
growing influence in  the

equestrian community.
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The Emperor and the Arabian Horse: Frederick Il

=

and the Arabic Roots of European Horsemanship

By Ahmed Yousef

Few rulers in European history
combined the sword, the sceptre,
and the scholar’s pen with the ease
of Emperor Frederick Il (1194-
1250). King of Sicily, Holy Roman
Emperor, and patron of arts and
sciences, he was a monarch who
thought like a philosopher and
experimented like a naturalist.
While his famous treatise De
Arte Venandi cum Avibus (“On
the Art of Hunting with Birds")
immortalised his fascination with
falconry, the emperor's interests
extended far beyond the sky. His
passion for the horse—its training,
medicine, and symbolism—was
equally profound and placed him
at the centre of a remarkable
cultural  exchange  between

the Arabic world and medieval
Europe.

In an age when most monarchs
judged horses merely as tools
of war or status, Frederick I
regarded them as subjects of
study, beauty, and science. His
court in Sicily, where Latin, Greek,
and Arabic cultures intertwined,
became a laboratory of animal
knowledge and horsemanship—
one that owed a profound debt
to the Arabic furisiyya tradition,
the medieval Islamic science of
chivalry and equestrian mastery.

The Sicilian Crossroads
Frederick Il grew up in a kingdom
unlike any other in medieval

Europe. The Norman kingdom
of Sicily, which he inherited
through his mother Constance,
had long been a meeting point
of civilisations. Arabs had ruled
the island for more than two
centuries before the Norman
conquest, leaving behind
libraries, architecture, and an
administrative culture steeped in
the Arabic language.

By the time of Frederick’s birth,
Arabic remained the language
of the court chancery, medicine,
astronomy, and philosophy in
Palermo. The young king was
educated in this multicultural
world—he spoke Arabic fluently,
corresponded  with Muslim

rulers, and surrounded himself
with scholars from across the
Mediterranean. His tutors
included Michael Scot, a Scottish
scholar fluent in Arabic who
translated the works of Averroes
and Avicenna into Latin.

It was in this setting that Frederick
encountered not only the
intellectual achievements of Islam
but also its equestrian sciences—a
vast body of knowledge that
combined veterinary medicine,
horsemanship, and  military
technique under the term
furlGsiyya (from faras, meaning
horse).

The Emperor and the Horse

Frederick’s fascination with the
natural world is well documented.
Chroniclers describe him as a man
who “would rather converse with
a philosopher than a prince.” He
kept menageries of exotic animals
and conducted early forms of
zoological study. His scientific

curiosity, however, also extended
to the horse, which he viewed
as both a living organism and a
reflection of the divine order.

While there is no surviving
equine treatise directly written
by Frederick himself, his court
produced one of the most
important veterinary manuals
of the Middle Ages: Giordano
Ruffo’'s De Medicina Equorum
("On the Medicine of Horses")
[1]. Ruffo, a nobleman from
Calabria and a member of
Frederick’s household, compiled
the work around 1250. It became
the cornerstone of medieval
veterinary medicine, translated
into numerous languages, and
circulated throughout Europe for
centuries.

What makes De Medicina
Equorum particularly significant is
its Arabic foundation. Ruffo drew
on earlier Byzantine and Arabic
texts on animal medicine—

especially the works of scholars
such as Abu Bakr ibn Badr and
Ibn Akht Hizam, whose treatises
on the training and treatment of
horses were known across the
Mediterranean.[2] The structure
of Ruffo’s book—dividing
equine medicine into diseases
of the head, limbs, and internal
organs—mirrors Arabic veterinary
organisation, and several of the
remedies described are derived
directly from Arabic sources.

Arabic Influence and the
Furiasiyya Tradition

The furGsiyya literature of the
Islamic world was far more
than a set of manuals for riding
and healing horses. It was a
comprehensive  philosophy of
chivalry—combining physical
skill, moral conduct, veterinary
knowledge, and military discipline.
Its practitioners, known as fursan,
were not only knights but also
scholars of anatomy, physics, and
medicine.
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Arabic furGsiyya manuals such
as lbn Akhi Hizam's Kitab al-
Furlsiyya wa-l-Baytara and al-
Aqgra’s Kitab al-Furisiyya (Book
of Horsemanship) emphasised
the ethical relationship between
horse and rider: the duty of
care, precise feeding, and the
importance of calm and humane
training. These principles contrast
sharply with many early European
attitudes toward animals, which
tended to prioritise obedience
over welfare.

Frederick’s exposure to
this intellectual and moral
framework—Ilikely through Arabic-
speaking scholars and translated
texts—reshaped how horses were
understood in Europe. His court
valued observation, classification,

and experimentation, traits
central to Arabic science.

Giordano Ruffo and the
Scientific Horse

Ruffo's De Medicina Equorum
is the clearest reflection of
Frederick’s scientific ethos. Rather
than relying on superstition or
divine explanation, Ruffo analysed
disease through observation,
describing symptoms, causes, and
treatments in methodical detail.
He wrote, “The horse is the mirror
of the rider’s soul; when it is ill,
the rider too is diminished.”[3]

This rational, almost empirical
approach mirrored Arabic
veterinary practice. Arabic
texts from as early as the
ninth century treated animal

illness as a medical science,
complete with pharmacological
recipes, surgical techniques,
and preventive measures. The
Arabic term baytara—meaning
veterinary ~ medicine—entered
European usage via Sicily and
Spain, influencing the later Latin
hippiatria.

One  striking example of
knowledge transfer lies in Ruffo’s
remedies. His use of camphor,
myrrh, and aloes for equine
wounds follows almost verbatim
Arabic prescriptions from Kitab al-
Baytara. Likewise, his recognition
of diet, temperament, and
exercise reflects the holistic view
found in Arabic sources, centuries
before such ideas became
mainstream in Europe.[4]

The Horse as a Symbol of Chivalry
Beyond medicine, the horse in
Frederick’s world  symbolised
chivalry, discipline, and divine
harmony—concepts with deep
Arabic roots. The fursiyya
tradition treated riding not
merely as a skill but as a moral art
that demanded balance, courage,
and humility. This philosophy
resonated with Frederick’s efforts
to reform the European concept
of chivalry from mere warfare to
intellectual and ethical refinement.
Frederick’s court hosted
tournaments, equestrian displays,
and breeding programmes that
emphasised elegance, control,
and precision—values parallel to
Arabic riding schools in Damascus
and Cairo. His knights learned
not only to wield the lance but
to care for their mounts, measure
their gait, and understand their
psychology. The emperor’s own
approach to command-calm,
calculated, and  disciplined-
reflected this same harmony
between human and animal.

It is telling that his contemporary
critics in Europe often accused
him of being “too Eastern” or
“too philosophical,” as though
compassion and curiosity were
foreign traits. Yet it was precisely
this cross-cultural perspective
that enabled Frederick to elevate
the horse from a mere tool of
battle to a partner in the pursuit
of knowledge and grace.

From Falcons to Stallions: The
Emperor as Naturalist
Frederick’s De Arte Venandi cum
Avibus is often cited as the first
modern work of zoology because
of its rigorous observation of birds.
But its method—classification
through direct experience,
rejection of myth, and careful
experiment—applies equally
to his understanding of horses.

Chroniclers record that he bred
Arab horses in his royal stables
and exchanged correspondence
with Muslim breeders regarding
bloodlines and traits.[5]

His interest in animal psychology,
anatomy, and breeding stemmed
from a conviction that nature
operated through discoverable
laws, a belief shared with Arabic
philosophers like Ibn Rushd
(Averroes).  While  European
theology of the time warned
against probing nature too deeply,
Frederick embraced it as a path to
divine understanding. The horse,
with its strength, intelligence, and
loyalty, became for him a symbol
of the natural order—governed
by reason rather than superstition.

Legacy: The Arabic Foundations
of European Horsemanship

The influence of Arabic
horse culture did not end
with  Frederick’s death in
1250. His court’s synthesis of
Arabic veterinary science and
European chivalry laid the
groundwork for later equestrian
traditions in Italy, Spain, and
France. The Medicina Equorum
was translated into French as Le
Livre des Chevaux, into German
as Rossarzneibuch, and served
as a model for Renaissance
veterinary texts.

Meanwhile, the ideals of
furasiyya—discipline, harmony,
and respect between horse
and rider—echoed through
the rise of European dressage
and classical riding. The very
notion of the “noble horse”
and the “educated rider” owes
something to this medieval
dialogue between Palermo and
Damascus.

In the centuries that followed,
Europe would come to prize

the Arabian horse for its
intelligence, endurance, and
elegance—qualities long
celebrated in Arabic poetry and
manuals. Frederick Il's Sicilian
stables, enriched by Eastern
breeding lines and veterinary
practice, may well have been
among the first laboratories for
this cross-cultural fusion.

Thus, the story of Frederick Il
and the horse is not simply one
of royal curiosity. It is a story of
translation—not only between
languages but between worlds.
In his court, the wisdom of Arabic
veterinarians, the discipline of
knights, and the curiosity of
scholars met in a rare harmony.
The result was a new European
understanding of the horse
as a creature worthy of study,
compassion, and respect—a
legacy that continues in every
modern stable and riding school
that values science as much as
tradition.
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Keys to Mid-Zone Training
in High-Performance Polo

The traditional equestrian sport
of polo demands from its athletes
a level of strength and rotational
and anti-rotational ability
comparable to those of athletes
in highly demanding disciplines,
such as tennis or softball pitching.

Polo players are constantly
waging a "war" of stabilization
and power on their horses. It
would be a daunting task to
begin listing the full range of
physical resources and tasks that
an elite (or aspiring) polo player
must develop. For this reason,
the focus of this article is core
training , analyzed from different
perspectives:

physiological, biomechanical,
current practices, and the ideal
approach.

-

o

1. Physiological Aspect:
Redefining the "Core"

The core ismuch more than just the
front six -pack . This integral area
includes the rectus abdominis (the
classic six -pack ), the internal and
external obliques , the quadratus
lumborum , the diaphragm , the
pelvic floor muscles , and the
multifidus . Seen this way, the
picture changes and forces us to
look for training alternatives that
strengthen this entire muscle
group, not just the front of the
abdomen. Its primary function is
to generate stability before any
movement of the upper or lower
extremities occurs.

2. Biomechanics: The Core as a
Link in the Kinetic Chain

In polo, the core serves not only as
a stabilizer, but also as a crucial link

in the "kinetic chain" (Steindler,
A. 1955). The theory that body
segments are connected and
move in a predictable sequence
suggests that if one link in that
chain fails (due to weakness
or instability), the sequence
is disrupted, resulting in poor
performance.

The cue ball strike ( taqueo )
does not depend solely on the
shoulder. While it is the part of the
body that executes the strike, the
power (given that the goal is to
move a light object at the highest
possible speed, according to the
force-velocity curve of Zatsiorsky
& Kraemer, 2006) comes from
a larger and stronger muscle
group: the lower body. The ideal
acceleration sequence for energy
transfer would be: Hip > Core >

Shoulder > Arm > Cue. The core
is responsible for transferring and
modulating that power.

3. Common Practices: What is
Done?

Specific literature on polo training
is virtually nonexistent. Based on
the information gleaned from
social media and player training
websites, we observe a repetition
of exercises such as classic
crunches or static planks .

While these exercises activate the
core, they do not do so to the full
extent required by the sport. Polo
players are constantly battling to
stabilize themselves on the horse,
which requires anti-extension,
anti-lateral flexion, and anti-
rotation. Therefore:

e A crunch is not the ideal
exercise because there is no full
trunk flexion in the context of the
mount.

e A static plank does not reflect
the dynamic and unstable nature
that the polo player experiences
during a game.

4. Improvement Proposal: What
Should Be Done?

The opinion of the author of
this article, a physical education
teacher, is clear: core training
must be approached in a
comprehensive and functional
manner. It is imperative to move
from isolation exercises to
those that replicate the specific
physiological and biomechanical
demands of polo, but with
progressive difficulty to ensure
adaptation and improvement in
the polo player's body.

My proposal focuses on two axes:

A. Development of Stability
and Functional Anti-Movement

The focus should be on the
core's ability to resist external
forces (anti-extension, anti-
lateral flexion, and, crucially, anti-
rotation), simulating the instability
of the frame and impacts in the

game.

Dynamic Planks and Support
Variations: Implement planks that
involve limb movements (arms or
legs) or use unstable bases (such
as medicine balls). This requires
the core to actively stabilize the
spine.

Specific  Anti-Rotation =~ Work
(e.g., Pallof Press): This exercise,
performed standing or in postures
that simulate dissociation of the
hip and torso, directly trains the
core's ability to avoid excessive
rotation when striking or colliding.
Hip Raises and Crossover Patterns:

Strengthen the posterior chain
(glutes and lower back) and work
on coordination with exercises
that involve crossover patterns,
balancing the torso while the
extremities move in a coordinated
manner.

B. Integration into the Kinetic
Chain and Power

Here the objective is for the core
to transfer the force generated
in the lower body to the strike,

promoting maximum economy
of movement (Mdinsterberg, H.
1913).

Medicine Ball Throws: Perform
rotational and explosive throws,
both single-leg and double-leg, at
different angles. These exercises
require the core to control
and accelerate the ball's mass,
maximizing the transfer of force.

Diagonal Pulldowns with
Resistance: Use pulley or band
exercises that involve diagonal
flexion-extension and rotation
movements through the torso.
These exercises mimic the
movement patterns of tackling
but with added resistance, forcing
the core to integrate as the
primary force mediator between
the hip and shoulder.

In short, we must move polo
players away from traditional
abdominal work, not in isolation
but in an integrated manner with
all the parts that make up the
core, and move them toward a
training that prepares them for
the constant battle of stabilization
and rotational power they face on
horseback.

Author:

Mauro Ramirez Physical Education
Professor — Sports Coach
mauroagustinramirez8@gmail.com)
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USA Team Wins |l Federation of International
Polo Arena World Polo Championship Sponsored
by U.S. Polo Assn.
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U.S. Polo Assn., the official sports
brand of the United States Polo
Association  (USPA),  proudly
served as the Official Apparel
Partner of the Il Federation of
International Polo (FIP) Arena
World Polo Championship, held
in Virginia. This event marked
the first time the international
tournament was hosted in the
United States, co-hosted by
Virginia Polo Inc., home of the
University of Virginia Polo Club,
and Roseland Polo Club, located
at King Family Vineyards.

As the Official Apparel Partner of
FIP, the international governing
body of the sport recognized
by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) to host
global competitions, U.S. Polo
Assn. outfitted all players and
umpires with custom-designed
performance jerseys and caps,
while also featuring branded field

signage, event programs, and
hospitality activations throughout
the week-long championship. The
sport-inspired global brand also
provided the YETI MVP Cooler
as part of the tournament’s Most
Valuable Player prize.

“U.S. Polo Assn.’s support of the
Il Federation of International Polo
Arena World Polo Championship
exemplifies our brand’'s deep
commitment to growing the
sport of polo on all fields of play,”
said J. Michael Prince, President
and CEO of USPA Global, the
company that manages the global,
multi-billion-dollar U.S. Polo Assn.
brand. “"We're especially proud
to support the USA Team in the
Finals and to see this world-class
event hosted for the first time on
American soil, in Virginia, a place
steeped in the sport’s heritage.”

During the Il FIP Arena World

.
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Polo Championship, six top-tier
arena polo teams competed for
the coveted trophy, including
U.S. Polo Assn. Global Brand
Ambassador, Giordano Magini,
on the Italy Team. In a thrilling
final match that concluded
a week of elite international
competition, the USA Team
players Kareem Rosser, Patrick
Uretz, and Jarod Sheldon won
the battle against the Argentina
Team in front of a sold-out
arena crowd, with a final score
of 16-14. The MVP Award went
to Patrick Uretz from the USA
Team, whose performance
stood out among the six
national teams competing. This
prestigious FIP tournament was
created to bring the fast-paced,
fan-friendly format of arena polo
to the global stage, with three-
player teams and an enclosed
playing area offering an exciting
spectator experience.
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2025-2026 RACING SEASON

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY

WED| 1 SAT| 1| JEBEL ALI [MON] 1 THU| 1 SUN| 1 XY SUN| 1 [JEBELALI _ [wED| 1

THU| 2 SUN| 2 [ABU DHABI| TUE 2 FRI | 2| MEYDAN MON] 2 MON| 2 THU] 2

FRI[3 MON] 3 WED| 3 sAT [ 3 A N TuUE [ 3 TUE]| 3 FRI | 3 [N
SAT| 4 TUE | 4 THU| 4 SUN] 4 WED| 4 WED| 4 SAT | 4 | ABU DHABI
SUN| 5 WED| 5 FRI | 5| MEYDAN _[MON] 5 THU| 5 THU | 5 XX SuN | 5

MON| 6 THU[ 6 SAT| 6 | ABUDHABI | TUE | 6 FRI | 6 | MEYDAN FRI | 6 | MEYDAN MON| 6

TUE| 7 FRI [ 7 [MEYDAN | sun| 7 [ERTGNIGRN| WED| 7 SAT| 7| ABUDHABI |SAT|7[ABUDHABI [TUE|7

WED| 8 SAT| 8 [ ABU DHABI|MON] 8 THU| 8 SUN| 8 YN suN| 8 | JEBEL ALI_ |WED] 8

THU| 9 sun| o XTI TUE| 9 FRI [ 9 | MEYDAN MON] 9 MON] 9 THU| 9

FRI [10 MON][10 WED|10 SAT [10] JEBEL ALI TUE [10 TUE [10 FRI [ 10X
SAT [11 TUE [11 THU |11 suN [ 11 [ N WED| 11 WED| 11 SAT [11| ABU DHABI
SUN[12 WED|12 FRI [12[ MEYDAN | MON|12 THU[12 THU[12 SUN[12
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SAT[18 TUE [18 THU 18 KR SHARJAH WED| 18 WED| 18 SAT[18

SUN[19 WED|19 FRI [19] MEYDAN FF|MON|19 THU[19 THU[19 SUN[19

MON| 20 THU |20 SAT [ 20| ABU DHABI | TUE |20 FRI [20[ MEYDAN FRI |20 MON| 20

TUE [ 21 FRI [21[MEYDAN | SUN]21 WED| 21 SAT [21] ABUDHABI | sAT|[21 TUE [ 21

WED| 22 SAT | 22| ABU DHABI|MON] 22 THU | 22 SUN|22 SUN | 22 /YT WED | 22

THU |23 SUN [ 23[EEGRGI TUE [23 FRI [23] MEYDAN FF MON] 23 MON| 23 THU |23

FRI |24 MON| 24 WED| 24 SAT [ 24NN TUE |24 TUE |24 FRI |24
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Godolphin's Words OF Truth shines
in Dubai Duty Free feature

The GBP 125,000 Group Two
Dubai Duty Free Mill Reef Stakes
stood out at the two-day Dubai
Duty Free International Weekend
attracting a field of eight two-
year-olds, all with Classic hopes
for next season.

The race commemorated the late
and popular jockey Geoff Lewis
who died last month aged 89
and rode Mill Reef to victory in
all his races including the Derby,
King George and Prix de [|'Arc
de Triomphe. Many true greats
like Mill Reef, Brigadier Gerrard,
Shergar and Frankel all established
themselves at Newbury

Ten years after the success of
Ribchester, that may be the case
with Godolphin's Words Of Truth
trained by Charlie Appleby and
ridden to victory by William Buick
in the 2025 renewal of the six

furlongs contest, the colt's third
win in a row.

In sweeping rain Words Of Truth
emerged from the gloom to collar
the favourite Into The Sky, the pair
finishing clear. Words Of Truth's
greater experience showed and
he must now be a leading light
for next year's Two Thousand
Guineas.

Winning rider William Buick said:
"This is my first time winning the
Dubai Duty Free Mill Reef, which
is very special. There's a statue
of Mill Reef at Kingsclere where
| spent many years when | was
young as an apprentice, and to
do it for the great Geoff Lewis is
special too."

The day had begun with the
GBP 85,000 Group 3 Dubai
International  Airport  World

Trophy sprint over five furlongs
in which the three-year-old filly
First Instinct trained by William
Haggas, though small in stature
battled it out to defeat older colts
and geldings. She may not have
quite the scope to follow in the
footsteps of last year's winner
No Half Measure who went on
to Group One glory but as her
jockey Tom Marquand, riding at
the top of his game, said, "She
has the heart of a Lion".

Local trainer Andrew Balding
continued his stellar season with
success in the GBP 75,000 Dubai
Duty Free Autumn Cup Handicap
over one mile and five furlongs
with Lieber Power who improved
greatly on his sixth place finish in
the race last year. "That's why you
use top jockeys," said Balding as
Godolphin's retained rider Buick
steered his own prominent path

and brought the 14-1 outsider
home.

Race three on the seven-race
programme was the equally
valuable GBP 75,000 Dubai Duty
Free Handicap a Class 2 event
over ten furlongs. One of the
features of this meeting is the
continuity with horses who reach
their peak in the autumn and are
brought back time and again. That
was the case with the seven-year-
old Mustazeed, bred by Shadwell
Estates.

Mustazeed won the same race
last year and was only 1lb higher
in the handicap this time. "He's a
s tough as teak," said successful
jockey Daniel Muscutt. There's
every prospect Mustazeed will be
back again next year.

The concluding Dubai Duty Free
Finest Surprise Handicap worth
GBP 25,000 and hotly contested
by fifteen three-year-olds over the
straight mile went to the William

mirates
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Haggas trained Eternal Force and
provided jockey Tom Marquand
with his third winner of the day
bringing his total to number
of winners over the two-day
meeting to five.

He's changed for  being

gelded," said Marquand with
his  characteristic  modesty,
steering home Eternal Force,
a son of Godolphin's great
stallion Dubai and running in
the distinctive blue and yellow
colours of Sheikh Juma Dalmook
Al Maktoum.

News ,
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Great Britain Triumphs at the Longines League of
Nations™ Final in Barcelona
JHHE = =

At the heart of Catalonia’s
capital, the Real Club de Polo
de Barcelona became the stage
for an unforgettable celebration
of precision, teamwork, and
equestrian mastery as Great
Britain claimed championship
glory at the 2025 Longines League
of Nations™ Final. Barcelona
welcomed the world's finest show-
jumping nations for a competition
that combined the artistry of
horsemanship with the energy of
global sporting prestige.

The Longines League of Nations™,
one of the most respected series
in the international equestrian
calendar, unites the world’s top
teams in a season-long quest for
national honor. For Great Britain,
victory in Barcelona represented the
culmination of months of dedication,
preparation, and teamwork—an
achievement that underscored both
the depth of British riding talent and
the enduring legacy of its equestrian
tradition.
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A Celebration of Excellence at
Real Club de Polo

Founded in 1897, the Real Club
de Polo de Barcelona has long
stood as a symbol of elegance
and sporting heritage. Set against
the Mediterranean skyline, the
venue radiated excitement as
fans, officials, and sponsors
gathered to witness the final
chapter of the 2025 Longines
series. Grandstands brimmed
with spectators draped in their
national colors, while the rhythmic
beat of hooves echoed across the
immaculate sand arenas.

Each round showcased the
unique blend of athleticism and
artistry that defines modern show
jumping. Riders and horses from
France, Germany,the Netherlands,
Switzerland, Sweden, and Great
Britain delivered performances
marked by razor-sharp turns,
flawless technique, and calm
composure under pressure. Yet
it was the British contingent that
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consistently combined strategy
and style to seize the ultimate
prize.

The British Journey to Glory
For Great Britain, this
championship was far more than
a single weekend triumph—it
was the realization of a season-
long pursuit built on discipline,
unity, and belief. The British
riders demonstrated consistency
throughout earlier legs of the
League, maintaining a fine
balance between ambition and
control.

Their performance in Barcelona
was a masterclass in teamwork.
Each rider executed their rounds
with precision, leaving fences
untouched and times well
within the limits. Horses moved
with elasticity and confidence,
responding to subtle cues from
their riders—evidence of deep
trust developed through years of
partnership.
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